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RITUAL - what and why is an exoteric or “open” publication of the Lambda Chi Alpha Frater-

nity. The booklet should be readily accessibie to Associate Members as well as to initiated members. 1t is
appropriate to share it with prospective members, members of other college fraternities, and individuals _
interested in the subject of ritualism.

One copy is issued to each Chapter and Colony; when not in use, it should be retained in a sale
location by the High Phi. It is the responsibility of the High Phi both to encourage the use of this booklet
by all members, associate and initiate, and to sateguard the chapter's copy. Additional and reptacement
copies may be abtained from the Office of Administration for a fee covering the reproduction costs.

Portions of the booklet may be Photocopied or reproduced in any convenient fashion for local
use.
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RITUAL - what aned why
Ritual in General

A wedding. A handshake. A kiss. A coronation. A parade. A dance. A meal. A
graduation. A Mass. A ritual is the performance of an intuition, the rehearsal of a dream,
the playing of a game.!

Those who have given little consideration to ritualism may think of it as dreary formula
perpetuated by unthinking individuals merely for the sake of moribund tradition. But this
is no explanation for rituals which have endured for centuries, not in the musty archives of
libraries, but in the recurrent rendition by men of culture and achievement. Ritual, i indif-
terently practiced, can indeed become "rigamarole,” but something far deeper than
repetitive performance makes ritual vital and enduring.

The appeal of ritual is in its universality. It penetrates the mind and heart of the young
initiate of today, despite the sophistication of the computer age, much as it insinuated it-
self into the consciousness of the neophyte of the Eleusinian Mysteries of Greece in 600
B.C. It deals with the fundamentals of character and the problems of adjustment with
which humans have had to contend in all ages of history, and with their final escape from
perplexity through truth, justice, moderation, and tolerance. It is the distillation of the wis-
dom of the ages. Civilization is in constant change, but human beings remain basically
much the same. Herein lies the charm of ritualism: the initiate today relates to an initiate of
other generations because both have reacted to an identical personal activity. He teels
vaguely akin 1o the glory of the past. Yet to him it is fresh as the sunrise. 1t is the ritual that
makes men fraternity brothers even though they have never met. It binds each initiate,
however gently, by a private but meaningful tie to all other members of the brotherhood.2

But the moral, scholarly, cultured man is not much in demand in the world today un-
less he has other, more dynamic qualifications. He must be a doer.®

It is the function of a ritual to tum the abstract into concrete practice. It is myth made cult -- making _
the past a living memory. It is quite clear to us that fine and noble ideas and pleasures are not enough
to make a complete man .... we have only to recall the Nazi commandant who read Goethe in the morning,
cperated the gas chambers in the afternoon, and listened to Beethoven in the evening. The intent of the
ritual of Lambda Chi Alpha is precisely the intent of rituals from the beginning of men coming together: to
create and maintain community life, to turn ideal behavior into actual behaviors.

The reaction of the individual being initiated should be "Oh, yes. | knew that, but isn't it a clever
way to symbolize the ideal.” A mystery is something that is not understood until revealed; but it should
not be so obscure and muddled as to be unintelligible.

1 Fraderick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: a theological ABC. New York: Harper & Row, 1873.
2Bruce H. Mcintosh, DePauw #6, Administrative Secratary 1920-1942.
3Exposiron 192% {AXA manual for chapter officers]




Why bother with the ritual robes, the subdued lighting, the coat and tie for observing brothers?
For centuries donning vestments and the lighting of candles has indicated that “this is a ceremony™; it is a
means of declaring that the event has importance: the expression of the Ideats that constitute our
bond as brothers. Like all good liturgy, initiation is not a "spectator sport”; the initiates and the initiated
alike fully participate in the exemplification and prociamation of a shared Increass In expectations that
future behavior will be exemplary.4

The secrets may be lost or forgotten. Much of the wording of the ritual will not be re-
membered but the spirit with which it is given will live forever. Care should be taken to
commit every word [to memory]. There is never an excuse for a chapter not knowing the
text of the ritual but of vastly more importance than that is to be sure that the ritual is
so much a part of every man who is giving it that it is made to live.

Teach the ritual, talk the ritual, live the ritual. The ritual is the one thing about which
a fraternity will grow. Make the ritual the heart of the fraternity and you have estab-
lished the one rallying force which can call together and make successtul a chapter under
all conditions.

Finances may be bad, schoiarship may be low, social life may be stagnant. If two or
three wiill gather in the name of the ritual and spend some time becoming of one ac-
cord they will go forth on their campus revived as brothers and the frateralty will live,
Finances will be righted, scholarship will be raised and a wholesome social life will becoma
dominant.5 '

Evolution of Ancient Ritualism

If you want to get an idea of initiation into the ancient orders, imagine a pyramid,
pagoda, or a labyrinth furnished with vaulted rooms, long wings connected by open and
spacious galleries, multitudes of secret dungeons, subterranean passages and vistas
ending in an adytum or secret shrine whose walls are covered with mysterious symbols; in
every one of which lies hidden -until properly revealed- some philosophical or moral truth.

tn the Far East these places of initiation were usually constructed in the recesses of a
consecrated grove where both secrecy and shade were combined. ‘They wers designat-
ed tombs or places of burial. Sometimes they would be located on an island in the center
of a lake. All of them had subterranean passages leading into great caverns through
which streams of water ran. Water, for purposes of ablution and symbolic significance,
plays a prominent role in these ancient rites throughout the world, as does fire.

MITHRAS

Picture to yourself a bewildered and no doubt frightened candidate, who has pravi-
ously fasted and been purified by fire and water, as he beholds the roaring of cataracts
through which he must pass and is nearly blinded by flashes of lightning; peals of thun-
der dull his ears and numb his senses as he descends into what appears as the bowels of
the earth. Snaring of wild animals resound and he fights his way through horrible shapes

4The ideals are somatimes misinterpreted as protacting an erring brother from the due consequencas of his behavior,
5J.H.Krenmyre, lowa Weslayan #1, Grand Oracle of 8KN 1924-1938.




-half animal, halt human- which endeavor to block his path. Through seven caverns. as in
the rites of Mithras and styled the Ladder of Perfection, he must pass during his initiation
into that Persian Fraternity.® These caverns are connected by winding passages: very
narrow portals lead from one o the other. inthem he is exposed, from his first entrance
made beneath a drawn sword from which he receives a wound, to the fury of wild beasts
and the rage of the elements: fire and water. Passionless and pure he must emerge into
the last and seventh cave where he is baptized, is ancinted on the forehead with oil, is
given bread and wine, is presented -upon the peint of a sword- with a2 crown which he
refuses (declaring "Mithras is my crown®), and finally is armed and deciared a Soldier of
Mithras. An oath of secrecy is administered, violation of which is instant death. This is but
the lowest and first degree; he must pass six additional ones designed to test every part
of his physical, mental, and spiritual natures until he becomes a full member of the
fraternity.”

in the Mithraic cult the neophyte was subjected o at lsast twalve "tests of fortitude. He was ex-
posed to scorching heat and biting cold, to hunger, thirst, the terrors of drowning, to every torment which
the wit of man could devise to render the human body passionless, to inure it to hardship, and to strength-
en it against temptation. In fater times these trials were markedly reduced in austerity.

ELEUSIS

The archetypal initiation was into the Eleusinian Mysteries, often referred to simply as The Mys-
terles.® Although contemporary observers report on the pdeowo or lesser mysteries, our knowledge of
the knontelo or greater mysteries is based on archaeology and on what the initiates did not say and write
about their experiences. Sometime around 1580 B.C. the cult appearad from the south along with the
settiement on a site that had been destroyed by fire in the 17th century B.C. The name Eleysis transiates
as "the place of happy arrival” in the sense of the goal of human lite.

For the Greeks The Mysteries heid the human race together by assuring the favor of the gods.
The rites were so important that the gods performed them when people could not due to war in Greece.?
Superficially the acts guaranteed the growth of grain and other plants and flowers; at a deeper level they
guaranteed a life without fear of death. As a Homeric Hymn to Demeter around the 8th century B.C. puts
it, ’
Blessed is he among men on earth who has beheld this. Never will he who has not
been initiated into these ceremonies, who has had no part in them, share in such things.

He will be as a dead man in sultry darkness,

The cult was reportedly destroyed by the 396 A.D. invasion of Alaric, King of the Visigoths. But
the true cause for the demise according to believers was the displacement of the true Hierophant or chief
priest by an outsider (from Thespai rather than Athens}, who proceeded to modify the rites to make them
more consistent with his beliefs (he had attained the rank of Father in the rites of Mithras).

Br::riginattad in Persia in the 4th century B.C.; it spread through the Roman Empire and met its demise in the late 4th
century A.D.

7Ray Ferris, Pennsylvania #7, Order of Merit (1837).
aMumﬁpzu.. indicating the unfathomable, impenstrable, incomprehensible.
SHerodotus, writing around 480 B.C.




The lesser mysteries included a cathartic washing away of sin in the sea near Athens, the sacrifice
of a young pig or other animal to Demeter by each initiate, and abstaining from the bacchanal feast of
Dionysus as x&8apoo or preparatory purification. The rule of secrecy began the stotame or initiatory
rites. In preparation sacred objects had been brought in baskets from Eleusis to Athens by priestesses.
The best evidence suggests that the objects included wool, earth, a snake, a pomegranate, and cakes in
the form of a phaillus (in the large basket) and of a womb (in the small basket). Myrtle boughs were carried
or worn; xbxewv, a fermented grain liquor, was drunk as the pracession crossed the Cephisus river near
Athens accompanied by jokes and cbscene gestures designed to make Demeter laugh in her sorrow.

When the procession reached the bridge over the Rheitoi each uGomt or initiate gave the pass-
word: *I have fasted, drunk the xGxewv, taken things out of the big basket and, after performing a rite, put
them in the iitle basket, whence | put thern back in the big basket.” Then a priest attached a thread to the
right hand and to the left foot. The Mysteries were always conducted betwaen May and September when
the Rharian Plain had its second crop (beans), a crop that belonged to the underworid (Hades means "he
of the beans”} since unlike the first crop, corn, it would grow without Demeter's assistance. The fourteen
mile procession from Athens to Eleusis constituted the tedeth or prior Inltiation.

The erorteia or greater mysterles took place in various structures at Eleusis. At nightfall the
Dadouchos, or second priest, lighted the way with a torch in each hand. Mystai with special sacrifices or
needs entered the Telesterion. Then all awaited the climax of the rites, the tap&Soao tdv wepwv. The
chiet priest or Hierophamt, literaily "he who makes holy things appear,” probably beat a large cymbal rep-
resenting thunder from he underworld and, on command, a great light burst forth. A system of movable
pansls probably permitted the sudden exposure of either sunlight or a blazing fire - depending on the pe-
riod. Then the Hierophant, silent amid profound silence, displayed a mown ear of com, symbolic of the
planting that was soon to occur.

The appeal was to the eye, the imagination, and the emotions rather than to the in-

tellect, the main purpose being to induce the initiand through the substitution of person-

ality (by hallucination, hypnotism, or suggestion) to experlence his identification with

deity.

PYTHAGOREAN

Pythagoras (6th Century B.C.) was a remodaler of the ancient mysteries. Although soms of the
intormation about his rites is definitely spurious, the-institute or small model city in the town of Croton is
believed to have been accessible to all. He is generally considerad to have chosen the best from among
the earlier mysteries and to have emphasized friendship greatly.

Croton contained a Temple of Ceres (woman and earth) and a Temple of Apollo {man and
heaven); a statue of Hermes stood at the open gate indicating no entrance for the profane. Contrary to
the usual gymnasium or academy of his time, Pythagoras permitted no wrastling {(because individual com-
petition led to the loss of friendships) and welcomed ali youths; visitors were permitted to remain for stim-
ulating open discussions among the followers. The fully initiated teachers covertly observed the youths,
especially looking for laughter "as an infallible index to character.”
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At sorme point a moral test was given: 12 hours in isolation with an insolvable problem, only water
and bread permitted. At the end of the isolation the candidate was ridiculed by his fellow students for not
solving the problem, this in marked contrast with the previously amicable relationships. Failing reactions
included weeping with rage, a sarcastic reply, and dashing the slate to the ground. The only passing
reaction was just and witty reply. At this point an acceptable candidate, of which there were tew. entered a
novitiate for at least two and perhaps up to five years -- a preparation period of total silence. Successtul
novitiates passed through two more stages before completing the ritual. When a man left the group at any
point after the initial test, a tomb was erected for him:

‘He is more dead than the dead, for he has returned to an evil life; his body appears
among men, but his soul is dead; let us weep for it.

Death and Rebirth

The recurring theme in the various mysteries is death and rebinth, often represented as light born
out of darkness. The aspirant represents the good principle, the light, overcome by evil, the darkness.
His task is to regain his former supremacy, to be regenerated or born again by passing through death and
hell and their terrors. The rites represent this great mystery in thres ways: the Spdueva or that which is
enacted, the deixvipeva or the sacred objects that are shown, and the AeySpeva or words that are
spoken.

OSIRIS

in Egypt the great mystery was found in the legend of Osiris. A chest was brought inte the palace
during a celebration with everyone present being put into it to measure its size. When King Osiris took his
place, several conspirators quickly replaced the lid, seized the chiest, and threw it in the Nile. The chest
floated down the Nile and lodged in the roots of a tree growing in the detta. By divine magic the tree en-
compassed the chest, preserving the body intact. Queen Isis {Is-Is means Light-Light), veiled in black,
went up and down the Nile inquiring everywhere for news of the body. Eventually divine magic revealed
to Isis that what she sought was in a tree that had been cut down and used as a column in a palace. She
was able to locate the body and raise it back to live as a twice born divinity. The initiate in the cult became
one with Osiris and, like him, would rejoice in a glorious immortality at death.

In one form of the Osiris cult it was believed that Osiris' soul took flight in the moon after the mur-
der. The chief conspirator, his wicked brother Seth in the form of a black pig, gradually devoured the iunar
body in an effort to regain the fugitive spirit. This ritual required the capture of a black pig in order that the
devoured soul might be recovered.

DEMETER

In The Mysteries the legend is that of Demeter losing her beloved daughter Persephone 1o the
underworld for half the year, since the foolish daughter ate a pomegranate seed atter being abducted by
Hades. While Demeter mourns her absent daughter, most crops do not grow: yet out of this “death”
comes the life of plenty due to the rejoicing of Demeter when Persephone returns.




EAST AND WEST

A similar notion is found in the Gospe! of John 12:24, "Except a comn of wheat fall into the ground
and die, it abideth alone; but # it die, #t bringeth forth much {ruit.”

Shiva, in the form of the dancing Hindu god Nataraja, whirls with the powers; his upper hands bear
the flame of destruction and the throbbing drum of creation while he trampies tha dwarf of sin. An unen-
cumbered hand, fingers upraised, says "Fear not” while another points to the lifted foot, a symbolic offer
of bliss to believers. As he spins the endless cycle of existence occurs in the continuat death (flame) and
renewal (drum).

Among the Dakota Indians in the Mystery Dance the initiate was first instructed in the secrets of
the order, practiced watchings and fasting and was then purified for four successive days in a vapor bath.
A mystical purification of the mind and soul were thought 1o result. At the time of initiation the ceremonies
consisted chietly of dancing, at the conclusion of which the candidates were shot with arrows bearing
"mystery sacks™ which were the sacred badges of the order. "Wounded" by the mystical attack, the candi-
dates sunk to the ground "dead" and were covered with blankets by the initiated. A bean or shell was
then removed from the "mystery sack” and the blanket was removed to expose a "rebom” candidate reju-
venated with the ideals and spirit of the initiating society.

And Boris Pasternak writes in / Remember, "In life it is more necessary to lose than to gain. A
seed will anly germinate if it dies. One has to live without getting tired, one must look forward and feed on
one's living reserves, which oblivion no less than memery produces.”

In these and many, many more places we find THE MYSTERY: you must die to be reborn.
Thare was even a bit of word play in the Greek between teAdicta or jnitiation and teAsvt8v or dying.

Symbols
THREE, FOUR, AND SEVEN

Numerology has played a prominent role in the various mysteries over the years. Other than one
indicating the chief, perhaps only, deity the numbers three, four and seven are the most prominent.

Three [often represented as a triangle or delta)
the three trimesters of human gestation
the trident or 3-pronged spear of a sea-god
the fates: Lachesis, Clotho, Atropos
the furies: Alecto, Magaera, Tisiphone
the graces, daughters of Zeus and Eurynome: Aglaia, Thalia, Euphrosyne
the leading characteristics of the mysteries: pvotipla or secrecy, Spna or emotion, Tedetal or
editication
the Trimurti of Hindu gods: Brahma, Vishnu, Siva
the Christian Trinity: Father, Son, Holy Spirit
the wise men or Magi: Meilchior, Gaspar, Balthasar
the trivium: grammar, metoric, logic
the three primary colors, and three types of retinal cones
the theologic virtues: faith, hope, charity or love
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Four [often represented as a square]

the corners of the world

the elements: earth, air, fire, water

the humors: phiegm, blood, yellow bile, black bile

the temperaments: phlegmatic, sanguine, choteric, melancholic

the cardinai or natural viriues; prudence, justice, temperance, fortitude

the Horsemen of the apocalypse: war or conquest, tamine, pestilence. death

the Evangeiists; there is a 3+1 = 4 symbolism as well since the representations often are Mark as a
lion, Luke as an ox, and John as an eagle while Matthew is represented as a man {similar 3+1
symbolism occurs with the tour sons of the Egyptian god Horus]

the quadrivium: arithmetic, music, geometry, astronomy

Seven

the planets of antiquity

the sistars in the constellation Pliades

the seas: Amtartic, Arctic, North Attantic, South Atlantic, Indian, North Pacific, South Pacific

the wonders of the ancient world: Colossus of Rhodes, Egyptian pyramids, Hanging Gardens of
Babylon, lighthouse at Alexandria, mausoleum at Halicarnassus, statue of Zeus at Olympus,
Temple of Diana at Ephesus

the heroes who fought against Thebes: Adrastus, Polynices, Tydaus, Parthenopaeus, Amphia-
raus, Capaneous, Hippomedon

the heavens of Muslim and cabalist doctrine

the altars burning continually before Mithras

the ages of man, often represented by the menorah {candelabrum)

the sepulcher or burial place when the seven ages of man end

the Elohim and seals of Solomon

the splendors of the Jewish Sephiroth

the Rishis or Brahmadicas in Hindu mythology

the deadly sins: pride, covetousness, lust, anger, gluttony, envy, sloth

the wonders of the middle ages: catacombs of Alexandria, Coliseum of Rome, Great Wall of
China, Leaning Tower of Pisa, St. Sophia's mosgue at Costantinople, Porcelain Tower of
Peking, Stonehenge in England

the works of mercy: bury the dead, clothe the naked, feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,
house the homeless, tend the sick, visit the orphaned and afflicted

the medieval liberal arts: trivium plus quadrivium, or 344 = 7

SHAPES

Other common symbols found throughout the secret societies include the cross as a symbol of
purification and salvation; the circle and triangle, both single and double, representing the dualism or po-
larity of Nature; the five-pointed star; the sun; the crescent or moon; the iris or rainbow. Mystic banquets
were common to all, as were trials by fire, water, and air.




RECOGNITION SYMBOLS

In all the mysteries the officers conducting the rites personified astronomical or cosmical phenom-
ena; in all the initiated recognized each other by signs and passwords; in all the conditions for initia-
tion were the same: maturity of age and purity of conduct. Even Nero did not dare, when in Greece. to
ofter himself as a candidate for initiation into the Eleusinian Mysteries due to his conduct,

The early Christians used the fish as a recognition symbol, in Greek /cthus. In our time their
“fraternity” might be called IX@YZT or lota Chi Theta Upsilon Sigma, with the secret meaning

Jesus Christos Theos 'Uios Soter

Jesus Christ, Sonof God, the Savior -
The separation inherent in having esoteric (confidential, meant oniy for initiates) and exoteric (popular.
intelligible to outsiders) portions occur outside the mystery cults. In the early days of the Christian Church
the catechumens (those baptized but not confirmed) were restricted from the actual Eucharist, being re-
quested to depart just prior to the Apostles’ Creed which was the initial esoteric part of the rites. Al eso-
terics were removed from the Westemn Church in 682, although in the Greek Church today the celebration
is behind a curtain except for the elevation of the host - during which the worshipers are prostrated, so
even then they don't see the host.

Crescent Knighthood

In medieval times the Alchemists searched for the Elixir of Lite and the Philosophers Stone, exo-
teric names with esoteric meaning for the initiated. Many esoteric orders of knights, monks and friars were
formed. Six European orders used the symbol of the cregcent, two with it uptumed as the footrest of the
Virgin Mary. In some respects it can be said that Lambda Chi Alpha is the seventh chivalrous order or
brothernood in the west to use the crescent as a major symbol.

1. Charles | of Naples and Sicily founded the Knights of the Crescent at Messine in 1268.
The motto of the order was Donec totum impleat Orben or "until the circle is complete.” A freer transiation
would be "loyalty untii death.”

2. Charles' brother, Louis 1X of France who was better known as St. Louis, instituted the Order of
the Ship, also called the Order of the Double Crescents, in 1269 after his return from leading the
unsuccessful Seventh Crusade to Egypt.

His object was to engage the nobility to. assist him in forwarding the works at his new-
built maritime town of Aigue mortes in Provence, as well as to induce them to accompany
him in his African expedition; but this having proved unfortunate, and terminating in his
death, the Crder became extinct in France, a few years atter its institution, though it flour-
ished for three centuries in Naples and Sicily, where it was introduced by his brother
Chartes of Anjou, who succeeded 1o these kingdoms. The coilar of the Order was com-
posed ot gold escallop-shells intermixad with double crescents, to which was pendant a
ship rigged white, floating upon waves of the sama. 10

3. In France the Order of Bourbon, also called Knights of the Thistle and Knights of Our Lady,
was instituted by Louis, Duke of Bourbon, in 1370 and became extinct soon after, From the collar hung

104 conciss History of Knighthood by Hugh Clark, Heraldic Engraver, London, 1784.
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an oval with the image of the Blessed Virgin, crowned with twelve stars of silver and a silver crescent under
her feet.

4. With the support of Hungary, Pope Urban VI handed the crown of Naples to Charles of
Durazzo. In 1382 at his coronation as Charles 11l the Qrder of the Crescent was instituted. 1t was also
called the Order of the Ship andg the Order of the Argonauts. Urban VI deposed and excommunicated
Charles in 1385, a few months before he was assassinated.

RENE D'ANJOU

5. Al Angers in 1448 a knightly fraternity was founded by Rend of Anjou, King of Southern
France, cailed the Order of the Crescent. The principles were a harmony of religion, courtesy, and
charity: aman had to be of goodly birth, of unblemished reputation, hear Mass daily, have no debts and
not gamble, refrain from impious oaths or indecent jests, and take as his special concern women, children,
and the poor and ailing, Like many other QOrders instituted in the same age with it, the Order of the Cres-
cent survived its founder but a few years.

King Reng, whom Lambda Chi Alpha takes as the legendary author of its ritual, chose as the sym-
bol of his order a gold crescent hanging from a collar composed of three gold ¢chains, Upon the crescent
in red enamel appeared the letters L,0Z which implied L, Oz en croissant or "praise by increasing.” Many
historians consider René of Anjou a representative of the finer and gentler type of ruler of the middle
ages, although his many titles and functions put him in a position to wield significant power for personal
gain:

King of Jerusalem, the Two Sicilies, Aragon, Valencia, Majorca, Sardinia, Naples, and Corsica,

Duke of Anjou, Barrois, Lorraine, Calabria,

Count of Provence, Forcaiquier, Piemont, Guise, Maine, Chailly, Longjurneau,

Prince of Gerona,

Lord of Genoa,

Marquis de Pont-a-Mousson.

As a statesman and warrior, René was not as aggressive as contemporary sovereigns, and his fortunes
waned in consequance. He has gone down in history as "King René the good” becausse of his many
charities and because of his devotion to religion. He was a painter and post ot real talent and fostered the
arts of the troubadours and those who produced mystery plays, as well as sponsoring Joan of Are.

The Book of Love, one of several manuscripis he authored, and probably painted the
illuminations, takes the theme of quest. Amour, God of Love, plucks the heart from Hené's breast; he
journeys with his page, Ardent Deslre, to find his Sweat Grace. René as the knight Cueur meets
Hope and then Jeatousy who sends them on a false trail into the Forest of the Long Walt instead of to
the Castle of Good Rest. At the bridge Dangerous Crossing he is attacked by the Black Knight
Soucy (trouble, anxiety) but emerges victorious. After a number of other adventures he is able to attain
the hand of Sweet Grace with the help of Honor, who sends Gensrosity along with Cueur as an aide.

6. In Austria the Order of St. Michaal In Germany was instituted at Mantua in the year 1618,
and in 1619 it was received in Vienna; but though confirmed in 1624 by Pope Urban VI, it soon fell into
disuse. The ensign of it was a cross of eight points; in the middle of it was the figure of the Virgin Mary
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with Christ on her left arm, and a sceptre in her nght hand, crowned with twelve stars surrounded with rays
of the Sun, and a crescent under her teet. 11

Rituals in Other Contemporary Groups!2

The power of ideals is incalculable. We see no power in a drop of water. But let it get
into a crack in the rock and be turned into ice, and it splits the rock; tumed into steam, it
drives the pistons of the most powerful engines. Something has happened to it which
makes active and effective the powar that is latent in it.

So it is with ideals. Ideals are thoughts. So long as they exist merely as thoughts, the
power latent in them remains ineffective, however great the enthusiasm and howaver
strong the cotwviction with which the thought is held. Their power becomes effective only
when they are taken up into some refined human personality.13

uvotfipie =~ SECRECY

The fraternal organizations of today retain many of the characteristics of the ancient rites. Most
notable among these is secrecy. Gist writes, )
Even those secret societies which conceal neither their members hor their aims take
scrupulous precautions against disclosure of the secret rituals. The initiatory rites relating
to the induction of the candidates into the order are usually the only ones for which the
strictest secrecy is observed. Some of the rituals such as the installation service, the
tounding ceremony, and the like are non-secret in character. Most fraternal organizations,
while frankly making public their aims and activities, frequently going to the pains of
parading them before the public, place the seal of secrecy on the ritual and obligate every
member to honor this ritualistic secrecy throughout his lite.
Among college fraternities only Delta Upsilon, founded as the Anti-Secret Confederation of like-minded
focal groups, fully reveals its symbols, mottoes, and initiation to friends of the group.

Keeping inviolate the secrets of the order is usually a prominent portion of the oath of member-
ship. As Gist notes, a “simple promise” is ordinarily not sufficient. The abligation taken by a novice in the
Order of the Star of Bethiehem states

|.. . do solemnly promise that | will never reveal the secrets that are about to be com-

mitted to my keeping . . . | will not indite, paint, print, stain, engrave, hew, mark, or cause to

be done, any syllable, word, or sentence, upon anything under the heavens, which will

tend to expose the secret work of this order or any part of i.

11 A concise History of Knighthood by Hugh Clark, Heraldic Engraver, London, 1784,

12The materiai in this section is haavily based upon two works: SECRET SOCIETIES: a cultural study of
fraternalism in the United States by Noal P, Gist, a monograph published in 1940 by the University of Missouri and A
content analysis of the esoteric ritual manuals of national college social fraterities for men by Bobby L. McMinn, a
1979 doctoral dissertation at the University of Mississippi. Gist obtained his material on groups such as
Freemasonry, Odd Feilows, and the Ancient Ordar of Druids from public libraries, espacially the Library of Congress.
McMinn obtained 22 ritual scripts (out of a possible 67) from the central office of each fraternity; he did not obtain the
AXA script.

13albert Schwaitzer
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The oath itself often contains a self-threat, ostensibly used to impress upon the candidate the senious-
ness of the obligation - particularly secrecy. The Ancient Order of Mechanics of the World is typical in
having the candidate bind himself

under no less a penaity than to have my throat cut across from ear to ear, my tongue torn

out by the roots, and my body buried in the rough sands of the sea at low water mark.

McMinn reports that 17 of the 22 college fraternities have a secrecy clause in their oaths but only
one uses a self-threat clause. The frequency of self-threat clauses no doubt is higher among the 45
groups unwilling to share their ritual script with McMinn. The mean length of the oaths for the 22 college
fraternities is 55 words, with a range from 29 to 152 words.

In Lambda Chi Alpha the desire for ritualistic secrecy prevented serious consideration of a detailed
manual for the chapter ritualist until long after the death of Jack Mason. Conseguently, many of his in-
sights have been forever lost. In the Spring of 1971 a small committee designed the first High Phi Manual
which reached the chapters late in 1974. Compiled primarily by Chuck Peyser, University of the South, it
was intended to be replaced within five years. Although a revision was authorized in December of 1880,
other projects delayed the task. The second edition of the manual, considerably enhanced both by more
than a decade of discussion within the fraternity and the iliustrations by Tom Powell, Western Kentucky,
was issued in the fall of 1987 along with this non-confidential document.

Upyio - EMOTION

Emotion is certainly present, and not just in the sometimes bizarre expression of self-threat
obligation. The “journey” of the candidate for initiation is often blocked at various points, sometimes with
the implication that the candidate has proven unworthy of membership. The flogging, knocking out of
teeth, scarification, tattooing and similar practices of earlier periods has pretty much vanished.

But these [contemporary] ordeals, while sometimes no doubt quite terrifying to the
credulous and shrinking novice, are seidom if ever as excruciatingly painful as they are in
the case of primitive initiations. Instead he becomes a participant in a sort of truncated
ordeal.

After receiving a ceremonial lecture on morality the candidate in the Sons of Osiris is
left alone in a room. A mermber impersonating a woman, and waaring the robes of the
"daughter of the king,” enters and tells him that his life is in danger. While she is urging
the candidate to fies with her the other members suddenly enter the room and inquire as
to the reasons for her presence. She professes love for the candidate and offers to
sacrifice her life for him. She is escorted summarily from the room and the novice is then
handed a "cup of poison which kills the guilty but not the innocent.” By this test, he is
told, "we shail know if you have been enticed from the path of virtue even by a daughter
of the king.” The candidate is then required to drink from the cup, the test proves that he
is innocent, and he is congratulated.

Earlier ordeals purportedly served both the satisfy the members of the suitability ot
the initiates and, through the severity and sometimes horror of initiatory experiences, to
impress the neophyte with the seriousness of the steps he is taking in entering the soci-
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ety. Contemporary American secret societies have preserved the lessened ordealistic
teatures primarily as a device for indoctrinating the novice with the principles of esoteric
fraternalism. Instead of being subjected to tests of physical and nervous stamina, the ini-
tiate becomes the center of a dramatic episode which ordinarily involves little or no phys-
ical endurance. Occasionally the ordeal is physical in nature, although the “tortures” are
fictitious rather than real. In the initiatory rites of the Modern Woodmen of America the
candidate is told he is 1o be "branded" so that “in case of death the body can be iden-
tified.” In the third degree of the Knights of Pythias the novice is given the "test of steel”
in which he must demonstrate his trust in the members initiating him, 14

For reasons that are not entirely clear, the contemporary college fraternity has generally moved
the ordeal trom the initiation itself to what has sometimes been called "hell week." The events during the
period {"week") prior to initiation are generally designed at the local lgvel, in contrast with the initiation cer-
emony which is typically prescribed in detail by the international organization,

The very concept of hazing is Inconsistent with the ideals put forth In the Initiatlon ritual
of virtually all college fraternities. Many of the general fraternities are making serious attempts 1o eliminate
hazing, both physical and mental, from chapter activities. The battle against hazing is a never ending pro-
cess; like crab-grass, just when you think you have it licked it pops up somewhere gise.

TeEAETOl - EDIFICATION

Ritualism has an intellectual side as well. We remember what we are; we evatuate what we are.
Ordinarily these ceremonialized dramas or pageants are founded on some table, alle-
gory, myth, legend, or historical event, and it is through the dramatic representations that
the moral or ethical principles are impressed upon the observers and participants. So it is
that these ceremonials perform a dual purpose: they provide an emotional experience for
those who are identified passively or actively with them, and they become the vehicle by
which are conveyed the dogmas, doctrines, or creeds that form the moral foundations of
the organizations sponsoring the ceremonial activities.!5

The Bible appears to be the most common source of dramatic materials. Gist mentions use of leg-
ends such as the building of King Solomon's Temple, the story of the Good Samaritan, the friendship of
Jonathan and David, the story of Naomi and Ruth, and the iife of the Patriarch Abram. Among college fra-
ternities use of the two great "brotherhood” passages is common: Psalm 133 and the thiteenth chapter
of 1 Corinthians.

Non-Biblical sourcas that form the basis for initiations include the friendship legend of Damon and
Pythias, events at George Washington's Valley Forge headquarters and the Battle of King's Mountain, the
lite of the pioneers in irontier days, the legendary vision and conversion of Constantine, the experiences
of Robin Hood and his merrie men in Sherwoad Forest, and the traditions and history of the Crusaders.

College fratemity rituals were often written by undergraduates. As one would expect, the use of
legendary and historical material is both less frequent and less skillful than in organizations designed by

14Gist
15¢3ist
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and for men and women in their working years. Nevertheless Gist notes that one women's fraternity bases
its ritual on the Eleusinian Mysteries and a men's fraternity follows the ceremony of a student society which
existed in the University of Bologna several centuries ago.!8

COMPONENTS
Admitting the Candidate

= The first phase is preparation. Usually the qualifications of each candidate tor membership are ex-
amined. Candidates are then invested with raiment considered appropriate to their humble station. A
blindfold (state of darkness) is often worn until just before or immediately after the obligation; its removal
symbolizes enlightenment. The candidate is often required to remove outer garments and perhaps-to di-
vest himself of certain types of objects such as metallic. The candidate may have a small rope placed
around his neck (Freemasonry), his hands tied behind his back (Ancient Order of Foresters), or placed in
chains and bound to a stake (Odd Fellows). Meanwhile the officers, and occasionally all members, have
robed themselves in the proper ceremonial attire. McMinn reports the following dialogue between the
Conductor of the Neophyte and the Guardian of the Door immediately after the Conductor gives the
proper number and pattem of raps.

Guardian: Who goes there?
Conductor: One who walks in darkness and seeks ths light.
Guardian: How shall he find the light?
Conductor: By entering the place of light.

" Guardian: How may he enter the place of light?

- Conductor: By means of a secret password.
Guardian: Advance and communicate the password.

In another {ratemity the following conversation occurs about an “alarm at the gate.”

President: Wheance come these strangers?
Guardian: From the uninitiated many.
President: What seek they here?
Guardian: Entrance to our noble Brotherhood.
President: Have they considered waell the step which they are about to take?
Guardtan: It is my belisf that they have.
President: Who brings them hither?
Guardian: A brother of our order.

Quest

These admission dialogues demonstrate a number of typical practices. Quite often the Conductor
will respond on behalf of the candidate - either directly or by coaching. The Neophyte is often a seeker set
out on a journey in quest of friendship, light, truth, brotherhood.

Always these “journeys" are symbolic in nature: they may symbolize a journey
through the wildemess, or across swollen rivers; they may represent a journey toward a
definite destination, or they may be symbolic of mere wandering in search of "light.” Usu-

16The contemporary university traces its origin to 11th century students at Bolegna banding togethar in
cooparatives (universitas societas magistrorum discipulorumque) to abtain reasonable prices for room and board and
sffactive teaching. .
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ally he is challenged by someone who demands to know his mission and perhaps his
password.

In the seventh or Royal Arch degree of Freemasonry the candidate travels a "rough
and rugged" road from Babylon to Jerusalem. As he moves along at a sorry rate the con-
ductor gives a running account of the Biblical story of the return of the captives from
Babylon and adds his interpretations of the symbolic meaning of the “journey.” In the
Royal Purple degree of Odd Fellowship the candidate journeys through the wildemess:
in the movement around the lodge room the candidate ig stopped at different stalions
where he is lectured by different officials on the dangers and pitfalls of the sojourn. As
they proceed they hear a ciash of arms as if a battle were under way; they pass the ruins
of a castle; they face an approaching storm:; they come to a deep and muddy river and
cross warily on its bridge. 17

Stages in the Quest

The progress of the candidate on his journey is often indicated by symbolic names given to each
degree or to each rank attained. Often these are references to certain qualities or values of the fraternity.
Thus the Patriarchs Militant use “friendship,” "brotherly love,* and "truth" while the improved Order of Red
Men has "degree of adoption,” the "hunters degree,” and the "warrior's degree.” In Masonry the basic or
"blue lodge" symbolic degrees are "entered apprentice,” “fellow craft,” and "master Mason,” while the
Knights of Pythias use “page,” “esquire,” and "knight.” The color of the robe may change to indicate the
progress (as from black to white) or the advanced candidate may be given objects such as a helmet on his
head or a shield on his left arm.

In one college fraternity the neophytes as a group are seated in front of six tables with a lighted
candle upon each; they are travelers in search of the City of Light; each table is an attribute to man's char-
acter: truth, wisdom, service, justice, charity, brotherhood. A speech is given by a member personifying
each aftribute and the neophyles are cautioned to listen well and practice the traits. In another group the
neophyte's worthiness is assessed by his choice of traveling companions on a journey assisted by
Knowiledge. The choices are Reputation, Friendship, Sel-sufficiency, Worldly Possessions, Stability, and
Character. if the neophyte fails, with the help of Knowledge, to choose Friendship, Stability, and Char-
acter he is removed from the room and told to meditate about his choices; a short time later he starts once
again on the same journey.

Death and Rebirth

This motif is much less common in modern groups than in earlier times. McMinn reports that only
one of the 22 college rituals examined had such a dramatization. As contrasted with the number of death
and rebirth symbols on college fratemnity coats of arms and badges, this must be a gross underestimate of
actual practice. Gist makes a similar observation about post college groups, although he notes that quite a
tew of these rituals have allusions to death rather than a full dramatization. Sometimes death is connected
only to breaking the vow of secrecy.

7gGist
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When present, the burial ceremonial tends 1o be carefully designed, with members and officers

given a specific place to parade in the funeral procession. The one practice that seems to be all but uni-

versal among post-college groups is the use of sprigs of evergreen. Sometimes these are wom or carned

by the members in attendance; often they are deposited on the casket or grave. The use of evergreen.

long a symbol of immonrtality, is a common practice among many divergent groups, not just fraternal
organizations.

in the one college fraternity using the death/rebinth theme the candidates individually experience
death in the gloomy, seffish, solitary, mundane world and rebirth into a lite of light, hope. and fratemal love.
The neophyte is clad in a black robe and holds a candle. The conductor ieads him into a candle-lit room
between paraliel rows of brothers who hold candles (in black robes, faces conceated by masks) to the cof-
fin at the end. The president reads a poem depicting the lonely lite of a person who has shunned Iriend-
ship. The neophyte's candle is extinguished, he is blindfolded, his wrists tied, and he is ptaced in the cof-
fin. The lidless coffin is camied about the room for several minutes while a chant about friendship is sung.
The coffin is lowered, as if into a grave. Several minutes pass. The coffin is raised as if out of the grave,
the neophyte is litted out and the president reads a poem describing the joys and pleasures obtained
from a life full of light and fraternal love.

The seasonal tebirth of vegetation is the underlying theme of The Fantasticks.'® Its author,

Tom Jones, states that an understanding of the work is possible only when one realizes the necessity of
Winter to insure the rabirth of Spring. Near the end of the sacond act the Narrator, who has forced a bit of
sun into the moonlight illusions and delusions of The Boy and The Girl, states

There is a curious paradox

that no one can explain.

Who understands the secret

of the reaping of the grain?

Who understands why Spring is

bom out of wirter's laboring pain

or why we must all

die of it before we grow again?

i do not know tha answer,;

| meraly know it's trua.

! hurt them for that reason

and myself a little bit too.

Ablution
A number of contemporary groups have a ceremonial washing of hands, usuatly with water.

McMinn reponts that three college men's groups have a puritication rite, two with hand washing and one
where incense is inhaled.

18From 1980 1o this writing more than 11,000 performances have been given off Broadway at the Sullivan Street
Theater in New York, as wsll as countieas other performances around the country, Surely the ageless death/rebirth
thama of this musical is responsible for it being the longest continuous-run in the theater.
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Exposition of Insignia, Secret Signs, Mottoes

MeMinn found that all college men's groups except one included a description of secrat matenal,
The most commonly explained items were the badge (19), the handshake {19}, the tratemity motto, typi-
cally said first in Greek and then in English {19), the coat of arms (13), the password (13), the fraternity
colors {8), a special manner of gaining entrance to the chapter room (7). and a format challenge {6).

Gist notes the tendency for the post coliege groups to have secret mottoes consisting of three
words. Thus we find:

Be Generous, Brave, and True (Knights of Pythias),
Virtue, Libenrty, Patriotism (Junior Order United American Mechanics),
Friendship, Love, and Truth {Independent Order of Odd Feliows)
Unity, Benevolence, and Concord (Foresters of America),
Love, Purity, and Fidelity {Tempiars of Honor and Temperance),
Faith, Hope, and Charity {Independent Order of Good Templars),
United to Assist (United Anciert Order of Druids).

Qther Componants

Other components McMinn found in at least half of the groups ware Investiture of the fraternity
badge, most commonly tastened to the left lapei of the neophyis's suit jackst; a formal welcoma into the
fraternity, often by the president; a formal eharge of rasponsibility, particularly to fulliil the ideals and
standards of the oath; and a prayar, usually that the neophyte remain toyal and faithful to the fraternity,
typically by the chaplain with both necphytes and members standing.

Collective singing as a ritualistic device for developing asprit de corps and group unity is a com-
mon practice among all kinds of groupings in modem society. In post college organizations hymns and
odes usually are religious or patriotic in nature, tamiliar songs ordinarily being employed. Reflecting in a
similar manner the guasi-religicus nature of the orders are specilic prayers for opening and closing cer-
emonies and for the initiatory rites. Even more characteristic of secret orders is the ceremonial marching
and parading. Each group has its own scheme including not only the ritualistic candidatorial "journey”
previously mentioned but collective marching exercises either secretly as a pant of the initiatory rites or
publicly at other avents. Drill teams are trequently maintained that vie with each other in friendly inter-
fraternal and intratraternal conventions.

Less frequent slements found by McMinn were a formal proclamation of full membership as a
brother by the president; anrsiiment by the candidate signing a roll book or other document: a circle
ceremony where members form a circle and sing prescribed fraternity songs; a formal assurance of
good taith declaring that nothing will contiict with the naophyte's personal beliefs; and member re-
dedicatlon where the members as well as the naophytes recite the oath.

It hardly needs io be suggested that the atmosphere of such an important and signif-
icant ceremonial should be fitting to the occasion upon whose inspirations the future of a
chapter may depend. While not a religious rite in the commonly accepted meaning of that
phrase, the initiation ceremonial is highly religious if the root-meaning of “religion” as "a
binding fast” is recalled; or, if the import of the correct interpretation of the ideals of a fra-
ternity is kept in mind. The spirit of all present, whether candidates or obsarvers, should




be a right spirit; minds should be open to receive impressions: the thought of all should
center round the solemn service. (It should not be overlooked that many a long-initiated
member is born again during a well-rendered ceremonial.) Smoking in the hall, or whis-
pering, or any form of disturbance should not be tolerated for a moment, in case some
thoughtless member should forget himself and his whereabouts. The more dignified the
speakers, the more respectful the hearers, the more effective the ritual always.

The garb of the participants undoubtedly affects a ceremonial. The candidates, if
clothed in white according to the classical meaning of candidatus, are readily distin-
guished as they are led through the hall; their height seems increased; they are properly
difterentiated from ali others in the room. If officers have robes with distinctive colors and
insignia, there is an added tone of dignity and a psychological effect upon the individual
who is to have a part. If all other members and visitors are clad in black robes, as usually is
the case, they too, add their part thus to the ceremonial atmosphere and to the effect
produced upon the candidate after he is brought to light.

Where the whole ritual is studied and exemplified as a single dramatic performance,
the impression both upon novitiates and upon attending members is certain to be
marked.19 ‘

Fraternal Symbolism

Symbols of secret orders should be viewed in their functional relation to each other, for in their
totality they provide a reminder of the patterns of behavior expected as well as an emotional experience
for the members.

Light and Darkness

With the lines being shamly drawn between members {of the mystic reatm) and non-members
{those of the profane world), secret societies find the symbolism of fight and darkness a useful ceremonial
concept. At the beginning of initiation in Freemasonry the presiding officer asks who is seeking entrance.
The escort replies that it is "Mr. -—-, who has long been in darkness and now seeks to be brought to light.”
After the obligation has been given the presiding officer asks the novice what in his *blind condition” he
most desires, with the novice being instructed to answer that it is light. The reply is

Light being what you desire, you shall receive it. Brethren, stretch forth your hands

and assist me in bringing this brother from darkness to light in Masonry. In the beginning

God created the heavens and earth. ... And God said, "Let there be light” and there was

fight. In solemn commemoration of that sublime event I, in like manner, Masonically de-

clare, "Let there be light."
At the word "light" the hoodwink is snatched from the novica's eyes and he sees the three great lights and
three lesser lights of Masonry.

In the Ancient Qrder of the Mechanics of the World the three major lights of the Bible, a square,
and a compass are similarly reveaied. The three lesser fights are candles placed in a triangle reprasenting

19 rancis W, Shepardson, Bata Theta Pi; 1914 Chairman of the National Interfraternity Conference; this passage
appeared in the Theta News, 1933.
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the sun, the moon, and the lllustricus Grand (the presiding officer). At least four other post college groups
have similar components.

in order to add a touch of realism to the symboiism of light and darkness, artificiat lighting and
sound effects are commonly produced. Usually the initiation chamber is darkened. Even more common is
the practice of blindfoiding the candidate before or during inftiation, the darkness produced by the hood-
wink being symbolic of the neophyte's spiritual state of darkness before he is admitted to the secret reaim.

in the medieval Christian Church the service of Tenebras, late in Holy Week, involved gradually
extinguishing a group of candies to represent the death of Jesus. The church remained in darkness until
the Lighting of the New Fire as the first portion of the Easter Vigil. At that time a centrai candle was lit from
a newly kindled fire; other lights in the church were then lit irom this central candle.

Ceremonial Altar

Most groups have a table or altar located at a position in the center of the assembly room. When a
greup does not use an altar, it usually has some other object such as a coffin or "council firebrand” as a
focal object. Catholic societies never have an altar.

The Bible

Among Protestant organizations the Bible usually lies open on the altar; in some groups it is
opened to a special passage that may change with the stages of initiation. The candidate, before taking
the obligation, must often acknowledge the book by soma special ritualistic act such as kissing the Bible
{Knights of the Holy Cross) or placing his hand on or over it while taking the oath of obligation.

The Cross

Less frequent, although not uncommeon, is the Cross as symbol of religious sentiments and
imagery associated with the crucifixion of the Savior. The Masonic order uses numerous forms in the dil-
terent degrees, such as the Maltese cross, Pontifical cross, Passion cross, Patriarchal cross, St. Andrew's
cross, Templar cross, and Teutonic cross. The Knights of Columbus use the Lorraine cross ornamented
with a representation of a dagger, anchor, and axa.

Symbolic Tools and Emblems

Several secret societies have a real or alleged origin in an occupational craft; they often retain the
tools of the workmen in their ritual. The Modem Woodmen of America use the beetle (industry), the axe
{power), and the wedge (prograss). The Homasteaders hava the three working tools of surveyor's ¢hain
{the protective circie of brotherhood), broad axe (used to smooth the roughened edges of character and
mind}, and mattock (a reminder of the neceassity of uprooting and casting aside the snags of useless and
injurious habits). The Grange or Patrons of Husbandry use the axe, the plow, the harrow, and the spade.

Other objects include the scythe (time and death), the bow, arrows, and quiver {the covenant
between Jonathan and David), the heart and hand (sincerity and affection), the ark (reminder of the tablets
of stone of the Ten Commandments), the scales and sword {justice), the hour glass (march of time), and
the coffin (the last home of man). While fratemal emblems may be dispiayed before the public, either in
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physical torm or represented on the coat of arms or badge. the symbolic meanings attached to some of
themn frequently constitute a part of the secrets of the order. Several organizations have the “all-seeing
eye" as a reminder of the watchiulness of the Almighty. It ranges from an indication of the just God
watching over us to the need always to be circumspect in action.

The Star

As is true generally in western culture, both secular and religious, the star is a frequent symbol.
The most common form is that with five points, as in the Order of the Eastern Star. Theirs is elaborately
decorated' with each point a different color (red, blue, yellow, white, green), each point named for a char-
acter invoived in the ritual {Ruth, Esther, Martha, Electa, Jephthah's daughter), five objects in the center
(the open Bible, lilies, the sun, a lamb, a lion}, and a symbol on each point (sword and veil, sheat, crown
and scepter, broken column, clasped hands). A few groups use stars with seven, nine, or ten points.

Passwords, Hand Clasps, Signals

As an almost universal trait of secret societies the password, when given in the proper fashion, is
an “open-sesame” or magical key to the mystic order. In some groups there is only one password: in
others, there is a word for each degree or rank; in others, a separate password for each of several chal-
lenging officials. In a few groups the passwords are changed at regular intervais varying from a month to a
year. Great caution is typically used in concealing the passwords from outsiders; printed rituals distributed
only among members under tight supervision typically use an asterisk or some other mark in place of the
password. In some fratemities the passwords are "collected” from all present by one or more appointed
officers before the meeting can be declared opened; the usual procedure is for the member 1o rise and
whisper the word(s) in the ear of the official. Thoss not in possession of the word(s) are usually escorted
10 an ante-room and given an examination to determine i they are bona-fide members. The password has
@ greater protection value for iarge societies having a scaitered membership than for small, compact
groups where the members are usually well known to each other.

Most secret societies have a fraternal handclasp. Some even have a special grip for each of the
degrees. Like titles and passworgs, they typically are symbolic in character. Quite common in post college
groups are symbolic signs, often referred {o as “working signs” or "due-guards.” These are spacial signs
of recognition, salutation, distress, or request for assistance from other members of the order.

Ritual in Lambda Chi Alpha
What are the Teachings of Lambda Chi Alpha?

It teaches courage, that we shail not shrink in the face of danger, or subordinate
expediency to duty;

it teaches humility, that we shall not be snobs:

it teaches dignity, that we shall not lose our respact for ourselves, or our families or
our training;

it teaches self-control, that we may set proper bounds upon our desires.

It teaches us that we are ground into which a divine Capacity for service has been
implanted, and that it is our duty to cuitivate that capacity for the good of mankind.
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It admonishes us that the art of living is not an easy one, and that rewards, if they have
any value, come only to the deserving.

While inciting us to virtuous living, it reminds us that no one is perfect, that error is
inevitable, and that a mantle of charity shouid cover our condemnation of a brothers
faults.

It calls upon us to productive labor, that we may advance human happiness by our
active participation in the work of the world

It shows us that lite is brief, and our opportunities limited; that the sands of our exis-
tence slip by in a few moments of etemal time.

It unfolds to us the mystery of bodily death, which is transcended by a view of life in
which death is but an incident. '

It opens to our view the pages of holy writ, and holds up the virtues therein contained
for our practice.

It reminds us that we are judged by our actions, and that misconduct cannot be
forever concealed.

It displays lite as a perpetual change, in which worthy motives only are eternal.

And finally it gives to us a light to be guarded in the secret piaces of the heart.

To every brother comes this message; it is his duty to ponder upon i, to know it, and
to carry it into his life.20

It had been snowing since early in the afternoon and with the wind blowing hard from
the Northwest it was piling high across the roads and along the fences. The six regulars
who had waded through the drifts were getting uneasy about the old philosopher. Sud-
denly the door burst open Istting in gusts of wind and snhow, as the old man stumbled in
but so covered with snow that he could hardly be recognized.

Hutch, the clerk, helped him unwind the three yards of hand-knitted muffler and take
off his big fur coat. Laying his cap and mittens on a sack of beans and removing his four-
buckled overshoes, the Sage sat down in the old hickory bottom chair and began prepa-
rations for the avening forum,

Every one kept still while he filled his pipe. He smoked in silence for a few minutes,
then began: "Goin' to start a revival meetin' Sunday night. | reckon they'll get a lot of
backsliders to the altar and work 'em ovar again. If they mads religion mean more at the
time of joinin', folks would stick better. Trouble is the convert don't get what he needs
and don't have anything to heip hirn live a new life."

When the neophyte is intiated he separates himself from the mass and becomes one
ot the brotherhood. New ideas are born. New goals raised. New ambitions kindled. He
looks out upon a new life with new possibilities.

This man needs inspiration. Ha should receive it as the ritual is exemplified. The ritual
must be made to live. The men who exemplily it must make it a part of their lives and as
they exemplity it they must give the initiate a part of themseives.

The Sage of Possum Hollow Speaks . . .21

20John E. Mason, Pennsyivania #8, 8/11/31,
214 K. Krenmyre, lowa Wasleyan #1, in Winter 1936 Theta News; he was a Methodist minister.
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The creatoré of the great rituals of history tor the most part remain anonymous. The earliest rtual-
ists, no less capabie of keen insight into human character than those of today, may have created their
works before there were written records, or chose to remain unidentified for reasons of secrecy. or were
forgotten as functional success of their work made the identity of authorship seem inconsequential. Even
college fraternities founded in the middle of the nineteenth century have significant gaps in their ritualistic
history, sometimes not possessing a copy of the first ceremony.

Lambda Chi Alpha is fortunate to possess a faidy complete ritual history. We have numerous doc-
uments from the first year of the fraternity, when the initial ritual was written. Our archives contain many

letters from the 1913-1914 years when the current initiation ritual was developed and from the 19205 .

when much of the staging was modified. And we have a reasonably complete knowledge of ritualism in
Theta Kappa Nu, although the details of the local chapter origin of its ritual are iost.

The First Attempt at Initiating Members
Warren A, Cole

Unlike most fraternities, Lambda Chi Alpha began as the dream of one man: Warren A. Cole. A
native of Swansea, Massachusetts, he attended both Brown University and Boston University briefly; it
appears that he did not receive a degree from either. We know that he was a member of Gamma Eta
Gamma, a legal fraternity that had established its second chapter at Boston in 1802. In 1915 Cole also list-
ed membership in the Patrons of Husbandry (the Grange), the Loyal Order of Moose, and the Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons. Whether these preceded or followed the establishment of Lambda Chi
Alpha is unknown,

No later than his matriculation at Boston University's Law School in the fall of 1909 Cole was
actively working on the establishment of an internationat fraternity. First he would write 1o a student at a
college asking for the names of the Greek letter fraternities on campus and the names of at least two
“good non-frat men.” At least 117 attempts at writing to unatfiliated men had led nowhere when Lewis F.
Drury, a student at Massachusetts Agricultural College in Amherst [now the University of Massachusetts),
responded favorably on January 31, 1912, Drury and nine others petitioned to be a chapter on March
12th; Cole was so ecstatic when he received the letter on the morning of the thirteenth that he respond-
ed with approval in the aftemoon mail.22

The group at Massachusstts was suspicious of the immediate approval of a charter since patition-
ers of the more established genera! fraternities often waited four to six years before action was taken on a
petition. To allay their doubts Cole listed the names of four prominent members plus a governor purport-
ed to be an honorary member. In fact, Cole had arranged with several frisnds 10 use their names and ag-
dresses; letters in the archives clearly show that Cole wrote to Massachusetts using the names of Percival
C. Morse and A.E.Long. There were no members of Lambda Chi Alpha at Boston (or anywhere else)
other than Cole himself in the Spring of 1912. The group was satisfied - only Cole now had the problem of
producing a Constitution and an Initiation Ritual.

Cole postponed the task by stating that he didn't have a copy of the Constitution with him in
Swansea and that the names of the officers couldn't be revealed until the chapter was installed. This gave

2241 that period the U.S.Postal Service normally had two home deliveries/pickups each weekday.
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him time in mid-May of 1912 to adapt the Gamma Eta Gamma Constitution as Lambda Ghi Alpha's and to
work on a ritual. Apparently even that was a tight schedule as only two of the intended three degrees
were ever wrilten, with several of the symbols on the first coat of arms never being mentioned in the ritual.
By the time negotiations with the President of Massachusetts "Aggie” were completed two of the original
number had joined other fraternities so only eight men were among the charter members of Gamma Zeta
on May 18, 1812.

Gently smiling, suave and handsome, with neatly trimmed black mustache, Cole was at all times
dapper and well-groomed, never altering the standard combination of dark suit and black bow tie. Delib-
erate, soft-spoken and mild of manner, he nevertheless gave the impression of one whose mind was
constantly at work, appraising, calculating. The magic of his personality, attuned to youth, engendered
intense loyalty. It took tremendous effort and discipline to type forty to fifty letters a day in expansion ef-
forts; it took dedication to personally type a copy of the Constitution and sevaral copies of the Ritual for
each new chapter. But no one ever mistook Warren A. Cole for an intellectual; the initiation ritual he as-
sembled bears witness to this description. His contributions to Lambda Chi Alpha were both enormous
and central to the establishment of the fraternity - but they did not include the area of ritualism in which
Cole was as naive as the typical undergraduate.

Cole decided upon seven officers with the foliowing titles:
Most Worshipful Eminent Archon [president]
Most Venerable Eminent Consul [vice-president]
Most Honorable Eminent Chancellor
Most Grave Eminent Scriptor [secretary)
Most Esteemed Eminent Quaestor [treasurer)
Most Noble Eminent Proctor [sheriff]
Most Trustworthy Eminent Tipstave [outer door guard]
The general fraternity also had seven officers, with “Supreme" inserted before “Eminent” in their titles. As
is the custom in many groups, meetings of AXA were to be opened by formula.
Archon: The hour for assembly has arrived and work of importance is a demand for our
attention. Let each repair to his assigned station. Most Honorable Eminent
Chancellor, are all prasent comrect?
Chancellor: My worthy assistant, our Eminent Proctor will make examination and report.
[Proctor advances to Chancellor, receives the [passjword and passes among
those present and ascertains.]

Proctor: Most Worshipful Eminent Archon, | find from investigation that all present are
corract,

Archon: Most Trustworthy Eminant Tipstave, we are now preparing for work and | here-
by command you to close the gates and make them fast, that no intruders may
enter.

[Pause. Tipstave closes the gates and makes them fast)]

Archon: We will now enter into spirit by giving the fratemity cry.

All; LCA.; LC.A; rah, rah, rah; Lambda ... Chi... Alpha.

The meeting then proceeded with a roll call, reading of minutes, voting on new members, unfin-
ished business, etc. An initiation was the tenth item of business, if needed. The meeting was closed with
statements by the Archon and the Proctor.




THE COLE RITUAL: FIRST DEGREE

The first degree of initiation consists of seven steps.

1. The Tipstave and two chapter members acting as sponsors receive the candidate: they
blindfold him and bind his wrists in the back of his body, left wrist over the right wrist.

2. The Tipstave is challenged at the door by the Proctor; a card for each "member of the
laity” is passed in to the Proctor who delivers them to the Archon.

3. The Scriptor verifies that the individuals are properly on the docket for initiation fi.e..
have received a favorable ballot for initiation.]

4. The candidate enters and is greeted by the Proctor with a speech describing the Proc-
tor's role as guide upon a long journey, including "Your pathway will be strewn with
obstacles, and hardships will stare you in the face, for the wanderings will in some re-
spect represent the journey of life. But if you will feel confident in your guide you will
pass safely through with perhaps only a few bruises.” [The threat was apparently an
empty one as nothing in the script called for any activity that would produce bruises
and none of the early members recall any violent acts during the initiation ritual.]

5. The candidate is moved to a position in front of the Archon, kneeiing, with one hand of
each sponsor on his shoulders. Archon gives a speech including "You are received
into this assembly as a seeker after wisdom" and "Your desire and search for knowl-
edge necessarily begins in darkness and ignorance: Buried seeds wake to life in dark-
ness and send up their germs seeking heaven's sunlight.” The candidate's wrists are
unbound so he “may be free and unrestrained of perfect freedom” to take the oath of
the first degree, "bound only by the sanctity of his oath and his sacred honor.”

6. The Tribunal [Archon, Consul, Chancellior], two sponsors, and candidate join hands
and the blindfold is raised during an Archon spsech on the theme of Desire and
Search for Knowledge. He is told that the Consul represents faithfulness, the Chan-
cellor rapresents charitable ways, and the Archon represents the peace of the Zeta23,

7. The Proctor introduces the candidate to the general membership and all "indulge in
social conversation.”

THE COLE RITUAL: SECOND DEGREE

The second degree of initiation consists of eight steps.

1. The Proctor answers “an alarm at our gate* with the question, "Who comes here in the
stillness of this night and imerrupts our peaceful inclosure!®® The Tipstave's reply is
"Brothers who have pledged themselves to be faithful and obedient to Lambda Chi
Alpha but now seek further instruction in the mysteries of our great traternity.”

2. The Proctor, after obtaining Archon's permission to admit the candidates, leads them
around the hall to the station of Archon; the two sponsors accompany each candidate.

3. After being assured by the Proctor that the “pledged brother” has been found honest,
faithful and diligent, Archon gives a speech including "the springing seed teaches us
to increase in goodness, and the growing trees to aspire after higher and broader
knowledge.” and "Let the olive be an embiem of peace, that life may be profitable and
laden with good fruits, let us all endeavor that youth may be studious and virtuous, and
replete with the fruits of observation and study. The olive has a peculiar taste of its

2376ta had no meaning until the davelopmant of the 1913 ritual.

23
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own, people who have never tearned to eat them scormn them, but upen trying them
they are relished by the best of men; so it is with a fraternity, men do not begin to reai-
ize how great we are, and what good work we can do, until acguainted with our mys-
teries.” and "Another symbol of our fraternity is the crescent, from the moon we get a
light which guides us on our way, after the sun has set. The time for beginning great
things is at the new moon, the moon when new has the shape of a crescent."24

4. Atter assuring the pledged brother that the oath will not conflict with “your moral, social,
religious or civil duties,” Archon administers the oath ot secrecy and assistance of all
brothers.

§. Archon then washes the hands of the candidate and says, "Wherever you go. what-
ever you do, aim to-do good; you have come into Lambda Chi Alpha with ¢lean hands,
to nourish the peace of this Zeta.”

6. The Proctor and candidates with their sponsors move once around the hall to the right
and halt before the Consul. He gives a spaech including "Our symbol of faith is the vi-
olet. Your pathway shall be strewn with flowers whose beauty and fragrance cannot fail
to make life pleasant and beautiful. Wherever you go, whatever you do, whatever your
calling, aim to do good, for good deeds are ever fruitful of yet more good.” and
"Above all remember that amid all that is bright and beautiful in nature, there is nothing
which blooms with such unfading colors, there is no perfume on earth fraught with
such fragrance as the flowers of faithiul works.”

7. After moving around the hall another time the group halts before the Chancellor. He
gives a speech inciuding "1 grest you in the sweet name of charity, the most beautiful
of the three graces and the comnerstone of the fraternity. The wild grape is the symbol
of this grace. Gather up memories of other's virtues and pass by their fauits in pity. As
flowers and vines cover the rough places in nature, so | charge you to cover the faults
and failings of others with the mantle of charity. The tears of the compassionate being
sweeter than dew drops falling from roses on the bosom of the earth.”

8. After moving once again around the hall the group halts at Archon's station. The spon-
sors and candidate join hands with Archon, Proctor, Consul and Chancellor arcund the
altar; the remaining members of the Zeta form a circle around them. Archon gives a
speech including "My good brother, it gives me great pieasure to welcome you here;
as you are thus inclosed in this sacred circle, so does this Zeta in the name of Lambda
Chi Alpha fraternity, pledge you to a pure friendship, enduring through life to shield
you from harm.” and "Be peaceful, faithful and charitable25 is the constant song na-
ture sings, through warbling birds and whispering pines, and roaring waves, and
howling winds; remember that a noble mind and a generous heart are often concealed
beneath the gowns of poverty.~26

24¢ole's use of material from the Patrons of Husbandry (the Grange), a sacret sociaty focused on agriculture, is
quite clear here. In March of 1913 Jack Mason dismissed thase ideas as "a local farming superstition® unworthy of a
college fraternity.

251 March of 1913 Jack Mason cbjected to peace as a fraternal principle. “Fraternity is somsgthing much more than
mere absence of hostility. We should be at peace with the world; with our brothers the idea of strife should never
entar our minds.”

26The fratarnity vegetabls, the Maine potato, was not mentionad in the rituat nor were the balancs, the lamp or the
meanings of A® or AXA; undoubtedly they wera baing saved for the climax in the intended third degres.




25

In March of 1913 Jack Mason wrote an extensive critique of the initiation ritual as it then existed ‘=r
consideration at the General Assembly.
The initiate then learns our motto -- in Latin, not Greek as he expected it would be. He
is alse teld "not to worry if he sees A® on some pins: that's only one of our little mistakes.”
As a grand finale the wonderful, mysticai letters A X A are expiained to him. He is then
given water.27 This is a most useful precaution, and should reflect great credit on the
writer of our ritual. A man who has just learned that L.C.A. stands for L-- C-- A--28 needs
water about as badly as anyone | know.

| don't want to hurt anybody's feelings by making fun of our Ritual this way. | am simply
stating what a man of ordinary intelligence will think when he is initiated. His enthusiasm is
apt to go down 20 degrees, and he says to himself, "Well, if it's that kind of a fraternity" --
and shrugs his shoulders -- "it isn't worth bothering about." Now that's the last thing we
warnt to have happen! We want to have a ritual that will mean something to every man ad-
mitted to the bond of Lambda Chi Alpha. Not only that, but we want a ritual so impressive
that we shall remember it in after life, at times when we shall stand in need of it. Things like
that take time and hard thought. That's why we haven't had anything better up to this
time.

tn January through March of 1912 Cole attempted to establish a chapter at the University of
Pennsylvania. Letters sent to Edward A. Curtis and Wm. A. Norwood were answered, but did not bear
fruit. Then on April 15th Cole wrote to Albert Cross 2nd. Rapid progress was made after Cross' May 6th
reply such that the seven charter members were installed on May 27, 1912. Cole was unable to travel to
Philadelphia as he had to Amherst, so the group installed itself with the ritual received by registered mail.
Epsilon Zeta came into being at Jack Mason's home when the smali group took the oath and solemniy
burned the piece of paper upon which the meanings of the name Lambda Chi Alpha and Defta Phi29 were
written. Ray Ferris was sick in bed, so his initiation was postponed for several days. Thus it was that the
"Cole Ritual" was used to take the active membership in Lambda Chi Alpha from one to seventeen in the
last half of May, 1912 [Cole plus 8 at Massachusetts and 8 at Pennsylvania: the apacryphal 8 others at
Boston made a theoretical 25].

intellectual and Historical Foundation
John E. Mason?0

The addition of the chapter at Pennsylvania greatly benefited the infant fraternity. Albert Cross
devoted his efforts mainly to expanding the number of chapters. Jack Mason and Ray Ferris turned to
emblems and ritual. The Massachusetts chapter needed a coat of arms to appear in the college yearbook
along with those of the other fratemnities. Under pressure from Drury, Cole finally responded with a sketch
and the instruction o "teel free to criticize this design.” The design was accomplished by Louis A. Web-

27tmmadiateiy after the second dagree cath the candidate's hands are washed. Mason was apparently using litarary
ficense to move this ceremonial to the end of the degree when the meaning of AXA was given while ail were standing
in the sacred circle.

28The excteric maaning given in a 6/4/12 letter from Warren A. Cols to Albert Cross was Loyat Collagian
Assoclates. But informally if not esoterically it was Little College Asses, part of a "get-sven” joka Cole played on a
roommate when he became serious about starting an intarnational fratemity.

2%edimus potestatem, we have given or assumed power.

30ack was born January 21, 1892; thus he was only 20-21 years old during the major work on emblems and ritual.
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ster and the E.A.Wright.company of Philadeiphia in mid-October of 1912; i is often referred to as "the
Gamma Plate.”

Ray Ferris and Jack Mason were also busy in early October designing the crucicrescent, a cres-
cent rising behind St. George's cross that became the central symbol of Lambda Chi Alpha. Mason then
turned to a redesign of the coat of arms. His in#ial attempt was not much better than the Gamma Plate, but
after reading several books on heraldry he accomplished a design quite similar to the current coat of arms
in mid-December. The desire of the new chapters at Penn State and Brown, both chartered in early
November, for a2 new, unitorm coat of arms had made rapid work necessary. . At the same time Ray Ferris
located the motto Xahend tét ko in Plato's Cratylus.

Jack Mason then turned to reading about fraternal rituals throughout the ages mainly using books
in the Univarsity of Pennsyivania library, but also the New York Public Library and other Philadefphia
libraries. He also drew upon his extremely intellectual Episcopal faith. The first trus Assembly of the fra-
ternity was scheduled March 22-23, 1913 at the M.L.T. chapter house. At the last minute Mason found he
would be unable to attend, so he worked from 8 p.m. until 5 a.m. writing a letter for Cross to take to the As-
sembly. After saveral introductory paragraphs he extensively critiqued the ritual that Cole had hastily writ-
ten [portions quoted earlier]. He then proceeded to describe his vision for & new ritual, a number of ele-
ments contained in our present initiation. Finally he tumed to general operations or "usages" of chapters,
recommending the selaction of a fraternity whistle, some Constitutional revisions, monthly reports from a
chapter in its first year, a semi-annual scholarship report from all chapters, a group photograph of each
chapter each May to be exchanged with all other chapters, and many, many more items. Doubtless it was,
is, and will be the most productive "all-nighter” in the history of the fratemity. Most of his comments about
a new ritual are confidential, but the following overview can be printed here to indicate Mason's general
approach to ritualism.

The first question is, what should be the hiah st aim of a college fraternity
answer is -- i think -- to have men of steriing character, who are efficient workers along all
the lines of human activity; not students merely, not animals merely, but men with big, all-
around sympathies, who can “dgliver the goods” in whatever activity they take up. In oth-
er words we have to preach two doctrines, the doctrine of work and the doctrine of
character; or, if you wish to join the two, the doctrine of mighty energy working towards a
high ideal. Nothing else counts. It makes no difference how good a family a man comes
from, how pleasant a chap he is, if he can't do good sincere work he's no good, and we
don't want him for a brother. The people we do take for brothers we want to encourage
along these lines all we can.

it you dont mind my diverging a little here, | would Iike to refer to the Bible quotations
in our Ritual. They are mostly from the Old Testament, and are not always very wisely
chosen. It is not "the immense greatness of God, and our own littteness” that we should
think of. It is such thoughts as that which made Ecclesiastes exclaim "Vanity of vanities, all
is vanity” when he ought to have bsen taking care of his camel, or doing some other piece
of work.

We want Lambda Chi Alpha to teach something worth while in its ritual, not merely to
have a lot of sentimentality about flowers and trees and "ail being beautiful in nature.” All
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is not beautiful in nature, and there's no use trying to pretend that it is. Is it beautiful that
wolves shall carry off lambs? Who wiil pretend that it is? The supremely beautiful thing
about nature is what we can accomplish to help our fellow men, and that's one of the first
aims of a fratemnity.

Warren Cole was clearly aware of the deficiencies in the ritual he had written and quite appreciative
of Mason's ideas if not the tactless way in which they were often presented. Indeed, one of the most pe-
culiar facts of our ritual history involves the installation of Beta Zeta at Maine on March 15, 1913. Cole,
clearly dissatistied with the first ritual and not having the revised ritual he had discussed in general terms
with the members at Pennsylvania, chose to have the Maine chapter installed using the initiation ritual of
the petitioning local fraternity, Delta Kappa. -

The Assembly accepted Mason's ideas about ritual and generally ignored his other comments. A
ritual revision committee was authorized with Jack as a member. When the appointed chairman failed to
become involved, Warren Cole took that role. The other commitiee members were Lewis Robbins of
Brown and Samuel Dyer of Maine with William Dwyer of Brown added iater. Dyer was assigned the task of
drafting the Officer Installation Ceremony31 which, with revisions to allow for additional chapter officers, is

currently used. So important was the Assembly at Boston that its date, March 22nd, is celebrated by the
international fratemity as Founder's Day.

At a later period, probabiy in the 1920s, Jack Mason looked back at what he considered the sig-
nificant steps in the writing of our present initiation ritual.
1. conference with Cross and lengthy correspondence with Robbins.
2. conference with Cole, Dwyer, and Dyer at which notes for the ritual were read and
" discussed. [Narragansett Hotel in Providence)
The conferees asked for "a private room and a table.” As they had
taken their grips with them, hotel workers became suspicious, believing it a
combination drinking and card party, and warned the conferees that they
surely would be arrested! .... Shortly after their arrival..., the meeting place
was found 1o have certain inconveniences, and it wasnt before Dyer had
squashed several of these that the reading of the ritual could be started.
3.  solitary work [by Mason] at Block Island (Rhode Island) which completely made over
the text and arrangement of the lessons.
4. writing from the Block Isiand outline in New York with Cross (a demon of energy) and
Robbins (source of many valuable suggestions) in the fall of 1913.

311n an undated latter Mason wrote to Dyer: May | ask you to work up the “Election and instaliation of Cfficers™?
Use your own judgment entirely. | would, however, suggest that the "Presbyter” be made master of ceremonies. (He
is usually a faculty or older member, an "slder” appointed by the G.H.Z. as advisory member.} The officers should
take an appropriate plegs, there should be some sont of "ransfer of gowns® or somathing of the kind. There should
really be jwo pledges: one, administered by the retiring Archon, of fidelity to the Zeta; a second, administered by the
Prasbyter, of fidelity to the G.H.Z. The Prasbyter should make a "charge” or address to in-coming officers, including

remarks on "what AIT should mean to you as an officer of the Zeta.” We must increase the dignity of our officers,
make them take more pride in their work. The instaliation ritual is one way of doing this, and as such is extremely
impontant. | rely on you to furnish us with some "good stuff" aleng these lines.
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Although the third degree was still not in polished form, the ritual as rewritten by Mason, Cross,
Robbins, and Cole was adopted at the Worcester Assembly in Aprit of 1914. A motion to have the ritual
printed did not carry.

The Ithaca Assembly in December of 1914 voted to have an annual exempiification of the ritual at
each Assembly under the general direction of the Grand High Pi: this custom has continued to the pre-
sent day, although the Grand High Pi has never been directly involved. {Mason once suggested that the
initiation, fully memorized, be exemplified by the international officers: he was duly ignored.) The Ann
Arbor Assembly in December of 1918 finally authorized the printing of the ritual. At the Indianapolis As-
sembly in December of 1920 the regalia was standardized and a ritual for opening and closing a business
meeting, drafted by Carl W. Rich of Cincinnati, adopted.

A smaller contribution of Mason's involved the naming of the Zetas. Cole had intended to follow
the Greek alphabetical order, but made the mistake of assigning letters when a chapter was but a mere
possibility rather than when it was ready for chartering. Thus in March of 1913 the first seven Zetas were
ATEZIAB. Jack Mason devised a 24 word sentence that began with the first seven letters in proper order
and that contained each Greek letter once. A(A) good(I) energstic(E) Zeta(Z) js(Y) Lambda's(A) boast(B) --
"Strength(Z) from(d) ‘Detta(A) Pi(IT)™", gur(O) motto(M), 10(T) gach(H) through(8) ynion(Y); excellent(=)
character(X) enly(Q}, knowing(K) no(N) retreating(P) steps{'¥). When the twenty-fifth chapter was char-
tered a prefix using the same letter sequence was selected.

There have been only two deviations from the scheme to date. When the local at Georgia Tech
was chartered in 1942 it was pemmitted to assume the designation Beta-Kappa Zeta almost 30 years “eariy”
to commemorate its existence as a chapter of the national fraternity Beta Kappa.32 At the Union with
Theta Kappa Nu in 1938 chapters on campuses without a Lambda Chi Alpha chapter were designated in
the Theta-, Kappa-, or Nu- series. For example, the first chapter in 8KN precedence, Howard [now
Samford], was designated Theta-Alpha Zeta. In the 21 cases where both fraternities were presenton a
campus the combined chapter used its AXA Zeta designation, with the appropriate ®KN designation
being left permanently unused. Thus Florida has always been Epsilon-Mu Zeta. It also was the third chap-
ter in ®KN sequence; hence Theta-Epsilon Zeta as the third in the sequence 6-A, 8-T, 8-E, 6-Z .... s
permanently reserved in honor of the 8KN chapter at Florida.

Contributions of ®KN

The tounding of 8KN occurred when the representatives of eleven local fraternities signed the
League and Covenant. Subsequently a man became a member by signing the same document near the
end of the third degree.

KN LEAGUE AND COVENANT
IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN: We whose names are signed hersto, together with all others who

may become associated with us by signing these articles, being impelled by the spirit of brotherhood, do
establish the [designation] CHAPTER of the THETA KAPPA NU FRATERNITY and agree to maintain it: heraby

32The other existing chapters of Beta Kappa merged with Thata Chiin 1942,
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declaring that our basis for union and the fundamental principles of the THETA KAPPA NU FRATERNITY are
embodied in this, our solemn League and Covenant.

FIRST - We, each of us, agree with every other to accept and regard everyone who shall be admit-
ted into the THETA KAPPA NU FRATERNITY as a brother, to extend to each the obligations and privileges of
friendship, to protect the characters of our brothers from slander and to live within our fraternity and
through our lives in the bonds of friendship and brotherhood.

SECOND - We, each with each other, bind ourselves to the pursuit of Knowledge, agreeing to pur-
sue our courses with diligence and to maké the most of our oppottunities, being aware that the studies of
our college are preparations for our after lives, and we mutually covenant and league ourselves together
to take fast hold of instruction letting it not go - holding it, for it is our life.

THIRD - We mutually league and covenant oursalves together to protect the constitution of the
United States of America and the laws thereon based - to live for our common country and unswervingly to
follow our country's flag in time of peril and to this we pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred hanor.

FOURTH - We severally league and covenant ourselves together to build our fratemnity on the
teachings of the Holy Bible, seeking truth as revealed in the Scriptures and practicing morality for its own
sake, always remembering that "Righteousness exalteth a nation but sin is a reproach to any people.”

TO ALL OF THIS AND THESE we solemnly league and covenant ourselves together without equivo-
cation, mental reservation or secret evasion, declaring that we are individually bound by the provisions of
this solemn League and Covenant as long as we shall live, and that none of the articles herein, or the
language in which it is expressed, may be changed without the unanimous consent of all who have
accepted it.

RITUAL IN 8KN

Three editions of the @KN ritual exist in the archives: an initial, unpolished edition printed shortly
after 8KN was founded in 1924; a more complete but essentially unchanged edition printed in 1928; and
the highly condensed version approved by the eighth Grand Chapter in 1938. The following is a de-
scription of the 1928 decument, an initiation ritual that was but a slight modification of that developed by
the ®KN local fraternity at Howard (now Samford) - one of the tounding chapters of 8KN. The only infor-
mation that we have about the writing of the ritual at Howard is that George A. Neely, Theta-Alpha #2, was
heavily involved.

Eight officers are involved in the ceramonies of 8KN:
The Principal Triangle, each with a trianguiar pedestai betore his chair:
Archon - seated in the North, with the coat of arms on the wall behind his chair; his pedestal has a
crimson A on the face of the column
Cracle - seated in the East; his pedestai has a crimson A
Treasurer - seated in the West, his pedestal has a crimson IT
A similar triangle:
Chaplain - seated in the South, with the chapter Charter on the wall behind his chair
Captain of the Guard - seated in the West
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Scribe - seated in the East
In addition there is the Guard seated just inside the door of the Chapter Roorn and the Sentinel

stationed just outside the Chapter Room door.

in the center of the room there is a triangutar pedestal with the Holy Bible, open while the Chapter
is in session; this Central Pedestal or Altar has a crimson H on each of the four sides. Three square
pedestals are arranged in a triangle around the Central Pedestal, containing a small cast of the clasped
hands of friendship, a small Grecian lamp, and a small flag of the U.S.A.33 At the beginning of the INITIA-
TORY DEGREE the pedestals are covered with BLACK felt covers, eight inches wide and hanging about
gight inches over the end of the pedestal. For the FIRST DEGREE a GOLD cover, six inches wide and two
inches shorter than the biack cover is placed over the black cover. For the SECOND DEGREE a CRIMSON
cover four inches wide and two inches shorter than the gold cover is placed over the gold cover. For the
THIRD DEGREE a WHITE cover, two inches wide and two inches shorter than the crimson cover is placed
over the latter. All four covers are in place during BUSINESS MEETINGS of the chapter.
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The Archon, Treasurer and Oracle wear black gowns with flowing sleeves and with four stripes of
one-half inch silk braid down the front (two gold nearest the front edge and two white ones each one-half
inch from the gold). On the lefi breast of each gown is a Tudor rose in white feit appliqué. These officers

33-5hould a Chapter of the fraternity be established in Canada, the Canadian flag should be used.”
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wear a white cape lined with crimson and extending in length just below the coat sleeve. They wear black
caps about four inches high without brim or visor, having three rows of one-quarter inch silk braid {gold.
crimson, and white, in order named, beginning at the bottom}, and with the Syriac numeral in white felt ap-
pliqué on the front.

The Chapiain's costume is the same as that of the principal officers’, except that the gown has a
crimson cross on the left breast; the cape has crimson crosses on both breasts: and the cap has the Syri-
ac numeral in crimson. Other officers’ equipment shail be the same as that of the principal officers except
that the robe has the Syriac numeral on the left breast in white; the cap has two rows of one-quarter inch
silk braid (gold at pottom and white above); and no cape is wormn. The Captain of the Guard shall bear a
. Spear seven feet long with a black shaft and a gold head. The Guard shall bear a spear seven feel long
with a black shaft and a siiver head. '

Each member wears a black robe with flowing sleeves and with the Syriac numeral on the ieft
breast in white. The cap is the same as the Chapter officers' but without the braid.

As was true of Cole's ritual, initiation was one item of business during a mesting of the chapter.
1. Opening Ceremony. The Archon said to the Captain of the Guard,
You will inform the Sentinal that we are about to open our Chapter, that we may
renew our Covenant. Instruct him that he shail securely guard the Chapter, and
shouid he observe any worthy friend passing whom we are willing to have assume
our obligations, he shall offer him our hospitality and assistance.
This instruction was carmied out ritualistically by the Guard, the Sentinel, the
Treasurer, the QOracle, and the Chaplain.
Roll Call
Reading and adopting minutes of previous meeting
Installation, initiating, affiliation, or reception ceremony, when necessary
Literary exercises
Reports of officers
Reports of committees
Reading correspondence
Election or installation of officers, when necessary
10. Proposals for membership
11. General business
12. Rollcall
13. Closing Ceremony. The major component was the following statement by the
QOracle,
Brothers, as we go forth may it be in the spirit of brotherhood. It is ours to teach
by example and precept, that "a friend sticketh closer than a brother.” As we go
about on our campus we should remember that we are to be friends, not only to
our own group, but to all who are worthy. There is always some student who
needs a friendly handclasp or a cheerful greeting; some student who will be a
success if encouraged, but who, without that encouragement, will fail. 1t is ours to
offer to this student the friendship which he needs.
A portion of this speech was added to the closing ceremony of the Ritual for Con-
ducting Business Meetings in 1984.

D NO GG

w0




32

“TO GAIN ADMISSION to the Chapter Room while a Chapter is in session, give the raps. The Guard
within will answer you and open the door, and it he recognizes you he will admit you; otherwise you must
be vouched for by some brother or examined by a committee appointed by the Archon. Upon entering
the Chapter Room, go to the center of the base of the Principal Triangle, face the Archon, and form the
symbo! of the Everlasting Triangle, holding the hands about the height of the waist, eight inches from the
body, and parallei to the floor. The Archon will recognize you with the same symbol. You may then be
seated. '

“TO ADDRESS THE ARCHON during the meeting, arise and give the symbol of the Everlasting Tri-
angle. The Archon will respond with the same symbol.

“TO RETIRE before the Chapter is closed, go to the center of the base of the triangle and make the
symbol of the Everlasting Triangle as before. When the Archon recognizes you, you may retire,

"One blow of the Archon's gavel calls the Chapter to order, two blows causes it to arise, and one
blow of the gavel when the Chapter is standing, seats it again.”

At the Union of AXA and 8KN in 1939 the initiation ceremony of ®KN became, in condensed
form, the Associate Member Ceremony of the larger group. The major components that were used are
mentioned in the following description of the ®KN ritual of initiation. All rituai work was done individually
except for the second portion of third degree.

8KN INITIATORY OR PLEDGE DEGREE

1. The candidate is blindfoldsd and has a chain passed over his shoulders and tied around his
wrists; the room is darkened. The pedestal and attar cloths are black. Chopin's "Fitth Nocturne" or some
such music is very softly played during the entire degres.

2. The Captain of the Guard and the Guard admit the candidate at the entrance door.

Captain of Guard: "Who disturbs the deliberations of our Chapter?”

Guard: "A stranger, Mr. ..... who wishes to become a brother.”

Captain: "Whence came you?"

Guard: "From the world outside where all is discord, hatred, and contention, and where

one strives alone to make a man of himself.”

Captain: "Why came you to our door?"

Guard: "Because | had observed that you were a band of brothers who by your fraternai

assistance helped every man to be a man.”

Captain: "Are you prompted by any other motive than that of mutual assistance and

brotherhood?" '

Candidate: "I am not."

After Archon gives his permission for entrance, the Captain says

My friend, you are about to enter upon the most important journey of your lite. ....

You will not at this time be admitted to membership. Before this important step can be

taken you must prove your true worth. Your way will not be easy; many things will be ex-

pected of you. ... You will be asked to do nothing that will confiict with your code of

morals or that you will be ashamed of in after life. With this assurance on my part, are you

willing to proceed?

3. The Oracle speaks about the objectives of @KN; this speech is now given by the High Alpha as
a Summary of ldeals in the Associate Member Ceremony.

4. The oath of a pledge.
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In the presence of God and these friends whom i hope to know as brothers, 1, (name},

do solemnly promise that | will never reveal any of the secrets | shall learn at this time or at

any tuture time to any person or persons whomsoever uniess | know him or them to be

entitied to receive the same. | furthermore promise that | will live true 1o the principles of

Theta Kappa Nu Fraternity and endeavor in every possible way to be worthy of your trust.

All this | promise under no less a penalty than that of losing my seif respect and the re-

spect of these my friends. So help me God, and wilt Thou keep me from wavering from

this my vow.

5. Archon: "Brother Captain ot the Guard, our friend being bound to us by irevocable ties you will
release him from his chains and restore him to fight.”

6. The candidate is asked to make a monetary contribution to the Scholarship Fund. The money - )
was sent to the general traternity where it was used to award an annual scholarship for graduate study.

7. The Archon speaks about the concept of quest and of fraternity; these speeches are now giv-
en by the High Delta in the Associate Member Ceremony.

©KN FIRST DEGREE OR DEGREE OF LEARNING

1. The pedestal and altar cloths are gold with a black border.
2. Aftormal entrance procedure similar to that in the pladge degree.
3. Archon asks questions of the candidate and administers the oath.

In the presence of God and these witnesses, |, (name), do solemnly vow, upon my
sacred honor, as | have heretofore done, but with these additions: That | will regard all
members in good standing as my brothers, and that | shall never in any way do anything
nor permit anything to be done, i within my power to pravent it, that will in the least be
harmiul either physically or morally to my brothers. 1 furthermora promise that ! will en-
deavor to attain the highest possible standard of scholarship and to bring credit to the
Fraternity and my school thru my scholastic attainments. All this | promise and vow with a
firm and steadfast resolution never to waver from this my obligation, under no less penalty
than that of losing my good name, of being hated by my brothers and despised by all
mankind. So help me God, and wilt Thou keep me from wavering from this my obligation.
4. Archon speaks about Leaming; this speech is now given by the High Phi in the Associate

Member Ceremony. ‘

OKN SECOND DEGREE OR DEGREE OF PATRIOTISM

1. The pedestal and altar cloths are crimson with gold and black border.
2. A formal entrance procedure similar to that in the pledge degree.
3. Archon administers the second degree oath.

In the presence of God and these friends whom | hope to know as brother, |, (name),
do solemniy promise and vow as | have heretofore done but with these additions: | will al-
ways honor and respect my flag and it necessity demands will give my life in its protection.
I furthermore promise and vow that | will not stand by and see my country's flag insulted
without doing the utmost in my power to prevent it even to the extent of meeting death as
many a patriot has done before. | promise and vow that 1 will exercise my rights of citizen-
ship when possible and will accept my share of civic responsibililies when called upon by
my fellow citizens: | will support and defend our public institutions such as the public
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school and the church; and ! will defend the rights of free speech, free press, and reli-
gious liberty and will not abuse these rights thru my practices. All this | solemniy promise
and vow with a firm and steadfast resolution to perform the same, without the teast mental
reservation or self evasion whatsoever, under no less penalty than that of being known as
a traitor to the cause of free government and being published thruout the world as such.
So heip me God, and wilt Thou keep me from wavering from this my obligation.
4. The Oracle speaks about patriotism: this speech is now given by the High Beta during the
Associate Member Ceremony.

5. All present arise, salute the flag, and say

| give all that | have or ever hope to have that this may be a government of the people,
by the people, and for.the people.

©KN THIRD DEGREE OR DEGREE OF MORALITY OR VIATUE

FIRST SECTION
1, The crimson pedestal and attar cloths remain.
2. A formal entrance procedure similar to that in the pledge degree.
3. Archon administers the third degree oath.

In the presence of God and these my friends whom | hope to know as brothers, 1,
(name), do most solemnly promise and vow as | have herato done, but with these addi-
tions: | promise and vow that | will strive to the utmost of my power to make of myself a true
man, and that | will never bring disgrace upon my Fraternity by immoral actions either se-
cretly or publicly. ! futhermore promise and vow that | will defend virtue as | would my own
Ife. | re-affirm my determination to be true to the principles of Theta Kappa Nu forever.

All this | most solemniy and sincerely promise and vow with a firm and steadfast
resolution to perform the same, without the least mental reservation or self-evasion what-
soever, under no lgss a penalty than that of having my name published to the world as the
name of one who has been untrue to his vow, of being hated by my brothers, and de-
spised by my fellow men. So help me God, and wilt Thou keep me from wavernng from this
my obligation.

4. Archon explains the symbolism of the piedge pin.

SECOND SECTION

5. The room is lit by candlelight - a black candie on Archon's pedestal, a gold candle on Treasurer's
pedestal, crimson on Oracle's pedestal, white on the stone attar which is placed between Archon and the
central pedestal. The Chapiain is in an anteroom.

6. Archon speaks.

It is indeed the close of the day. The North Star will soon be in the heavens reminding

us of our undying purpose in the conquest of the world. We have made progress, our

coffers are filled; from North, South, East, and West the tribute comes and we are pro-

claimed worid sovereigns. Yet, my brothers, we have failed. We are not loved, we are not

welcomed, we are not acclaimed with joy. Hatred for us fills the hearts of men averywhere

so that our very lives are constantly endangered. Brother Guard, bring the hemiock that

we may die as did our great Socrates.

7. The drinking of the hemilock is interrupted three times: by the Captain of the Guard who men-
tions Fellowship, by the Oracle who mentions Wisdom and Knowledge, by the Treasurer who mentions
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Patriotism. A fire is lit to each of these 'gods’ but the fire dies in each instance and they return to the gob-
lets of hemlock.

8. The Chaplain enters in a long, flowing white beard. tattered robe, canrying a stat and a bag con-
taining scrolls. The fire this time continues to burn, the cloths everywhere turn from crimson to white (with
crimson, gold, and black border), the hemlock to wine.

9. The Oracle reads from a scroil:

From now henceforth and forever | demand not sacrifice but service. Greater love

hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Do unto others as you

would that others do unto you. Love thy neighbor as thyself. We are asked to sacrifice

only by service to our fellowmen,

10. The symbolism of the triangles is explained (see page 35).

11. The Chaplain speaks.

Brothers, since the Great Teacher of all times gave His life as a sacrifice, bread has

been symbolic of our bedies, which should be given in service for our fellows. Repeat

with me, *I give myselt in endless service to my fellows.” Since that day wine has been

symboiic of our lite's blood which should be given if necessary in this service. Repeat, "I

will give my lite's blood for the cause of virtue.”

12. The coat of arms is explained (see page 36).

THE MYSTERIES OF ©KN

The Everlasting Triangle is equilateral. At its angles forming the very foundation of our Fraternity
.are to be found smaller triangles supported by columns AiSacxdAiia34, ASersdtaaS, and
Motprotikoos38. Connecting these smaller triangles are invisible yet everlasting lines Nixopev37,
Kata38, and @¢0v39. Translated they mean Learning, Fraternity, and Patriotism. "Through God
we conquer.” In the center is another triangle supported by the column H80a40 ar Virtue upon which
rests the Holy Bible. The Holy Bible is to be our guide; in it we are to find all truths necessary to govem us
in life. The symbol of the Everlasting Triangle is made thus (demonstrates4), and reminds us that if we, as
members of @KN Fraternity, are to reach the highest possible standard of morality or vifue, we must ever
bear in mind that the triangle formed by the tenants of our institution must never be broken.

The Four Cardinal Points of our Fraternity are symbolized and explained as follows: the
CLASPED HANDS are to remind us that we should ever be willing to reach out the hand of assistance to ail
who are worthy. The LAMP is the symbol of leaming. The FLAG is to be the emblem of any country in
which 8KN is found and should be not only the national emblern but also the symbol of sacritice for oth-
ars. It reminds us of the duties we owe to our country and thru her to the countries of the world. The HOLY
BIBLE teaches us that if we are to attain the highest ideals we can only do so thru the help of God.

345¥saoxtAoc means a teacher or master.

354581060 means brotherhood,

35mtpt£m1cs means ona of the same country, natplwna means one's native land.
37\ixoo means victory, vix&v means conquer.

38x&1é means throughout in the sanse of place.

3%e6a means God, Betov means God in the sense of Providenca.

401'1900 means an accustomed place or habit ieading to the notion of mores or character. Tiéwkdo means moral or
othical

4liorm a triangle with the thumbs and first fingers
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White is emblematic of morality or virtue. Socrates identified Virtue with Wisdorn. which he con-
ceived to be the knowledge of good, holding it to be incredible that any man could know and yet not act
in accordance with good. Aristotle regarded virtue as a habit implying the choice of excellznce in conduct
Behold, white also adorns our entry!42 We shall now come and go thru doors emblematic of vitue. As we
pass out into the worid, may our lives be as pure as the portals thru which we pass.

The coat of arms consists of a shield with a chevronny3 of eleven in argent and sable, and with an
inescutcheon gules in the center of the same. Surmounting this shield is a lion rampant gules, holding
pasewise a white rose slipped proper. Beneath the shield is a scroll bearing our open motto. "vir quisque
vir est.”

The significance of our coat of arms is as follows: the chevronny of eleven signifies the eleven
different "houses” or chapters that united to form Theta Kappa Nu at the time of our founding. Argent in
heraldry is the term for silver. Sable is represented by black and signifies secrecy. In days of old when a
knight44 had won special merit upon the field of valor, he was permitted to put upen his shieid an ines-
cutcheon. in Theta Kappa Nu the inescutcheon signifies loyalty and patriotism. Each chapter may adopt
its own inescutcheon and in this manner be distinguished from all other chapters. "Gules" in heraldry is
the color crimson and signifies strength, manhood, charity, and loyal affection. The lion rampant upon the
crest is a red lion standing upon its hind legs. It signifies protection and defense, which our Fraternity pro-
vides for its brothers. The white rose is an emblem of honor, integrity, and uprightness. The suggestion
therefore, of our entire coat of arms is "Strength, defending honor, and rightecusness.” The open motto
upon the scrolt is "Every man a man.”

My brothers, it is now my privilege to present to you the badge of Theta Kappa Nu Fraternity. The
four triangies on your pledge pin have now become significant. The three triangles are AldaoxdALa,
Aderodtas, and IMatplotikos connected with the fourth, Heos. Or again, the three triangies are
Nixouev, Kate, and ®zov. "Through God we conquer” and the center one reminds us that the God to
whom we go for strength ever watches over us and guides our destiny. In the central triangle you will
observe the white rose of the Fraternity surrounded by the Syriac numeral sleven which also reminds us
of the eleven founding chapters of the Fraternity. It is now your privilege to wear this badge with pleasure
to yourseives and honor to your fratemity.

THE CURRENT RITUALS

For a given individual, tha first contact with ritualism in our company is the Associate Member
Ceremony. The man's experience continues through portions of the Fraternity Education program and
the Pre-Initiation period that focus on ritualism. Then there is the important, albeit brief, period in which
the initiation ritual is exemplified by the brothers followed by a description of some of the features of the
initiation {the ZAX Technical Sessions). At some poirt in the year there is the Installation of Officers.

But more important than any of the activities in the inner circle of the diagram are the daily ritualistic
activities of the chapter. A reminder of our ideals occurs in the Ritual for Conducting Business Meetings.
Even more important is a chapter program known as ZAX-Applications. Zata Alpha Chi is interpreted as
anything outside the formal ceremonies that increases the understanding of the principles of AXA; itis
as varied as a 5 minute workshop at a regular chapter meeting, a session where brothers discuss the
implications of a portion of our ritual, and increased understanding from the rehearsal of a degree team.

42white drapes replaca the black drapes at the entrancs door.
430rdinarily chevronny refers 1o an even number of chavrons equally spaced; chevronels is the proper term.
44the helmat on the BKN coat of arms is that of a knight or baronat; this is indicated by being full-faced, visor open
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Emblems

The Badge

When Wamren A. Cole finally succeedad in establishing the first twe chapters (Massachusetts and
Pennsylvania) in May of 1912 he nesded to supply that most public cf fraternal emblems, a badge. Cole
was almost certainly familiar with the badges of the four men's social {raternities then at Boston: Beta
Theta Pi, Theta Delta Chi, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, and Zeta Beta Tau: the first two had badges in the shape
of a shield, the latter two in a diamond shape. He was aware of the Phi Beta Kappa "key" and as a member
of Gamma Eta Gamma professional taw fratemity owned a shield shaped badge.

Cole reportedly#® based his design on a combination of the crescent shape from the badge of
Kappa Sigma ["the prettiest pin prior to AXA," he later statad] and the monogram of Greek letters from the
badge of the Kappa Theta local fraternity at M.1.T. Cole could readily have come into contact with the Kap-
pa Sigma badge at Brown, Harvard or Massachusetts; it seems more likely, however, that the monogram
idea came from the Phi Delta Phi professional faw fraternity with a chapter at Boston than from a M.I.T. local.

Three major embiems from the ritual were placed on the rising crescent containing the AXA
monogram: the letters Ad for the secret motto, an olive twig, and a bunch of grapes. Cole sent these
specifications to a number of jewelers who presented possible designs for his approval. The E.A. Wright
Company of Philadelphia submitted the version that appeared on the first coat of arms.

When the badge was produced, possibly by J.G. Johnson of Boston, a black enamel oval was
added to surround the letters A®. The olive twig below A® was in green enamel; the bunch of grapes
above A® was in purple enamel. Thus, with gold forming the body of the badge, the fraternity colors were
present on the original badge.

Cole expressed his understanding of the importance of fraternal jewelry in a letter to Albert Cross
at the Univ. Pennsylvania on May 14, 1912.
The matter of badges while in a sense is a secondary matter yet in my experience in
rushing men at chining frecruitment] season. amounts to a whole lot upon causing them to
decide in favor of entering a fraternity. The pins, hat bands, frat pipes, necktlies, are a sort
of ptaything which brings out the childish curiosity of the prospective candidate.

On May 22nd Cole sent his personal badge to Cross so that a Philadelphia jeweler could use it as
a model in manutacturing badges for the chapter at Pennsylvania. The Penn chapter was formally estab-
lished, by mail, on May 27th. Correspondence between Cole and Cross over the next few months traces
the evolution of our badge.

45awording to Jack Mason
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Your pin received O.K. - (Ad don't mean damn tool does it - a good joke).46 - | think
jewels would look better, just the leaves and fruit, | suppose, but a iittle red jewel at the
points or near same would possibly look well."47

Talked with a jeweler [William Thegen's Sons of Philadelphia), and as our fellows want
jeweled pins, he suggested the following.

Where the dots are shown he proposes to place [tiny] emeralds and amethysts, thus
carrying out the idea of chosen colors of the grapes and olive branch, and he said that it
would be impossible to bring out the tiny designs of the fruit and leaf features, so sug-
gests covering that part with jewels in the jeweled pins, for as he said, the glitter of the
jewels would entirely hide the other designs anyway, and trying to show them on jeweled
pin would oniy make it a much more expensive proposition, and give a much less attrac-
tive pin.48

In response to a question about the University of Pennsylvania using either Z& or A
on the pin in place of A®, Cole replied, “The letters 'A®’ upon the pin are symbols of our
motto as you have probably already found by looking over the copy of the constitution.
These letters must remain upon the pin, but it you wish to substitute emeralds and
amethysts in place of the wild grapes and olive leaves that can be dons as the stones will
represent them in colors, and | myselt think the pin ought to be a good one. 49

Qur jeweler is Mr. - - Thegen, 618 Chestnut St. - Phila. An embarrassing question was
put up to me by one of our fellows [Jack Mason] who is a much better student in lan-
guages than any | aver met or heard of around Penn. He wants to know if that wasn't a Iit-
tle error when you chose the word P-— to fit the symbol ®? He claims the letters should
have been IT for P. Of course it doesnt matter a d-- bit, but what do you think of that
yourself? | hadn't given it a second's thought, but took it on faith.50

Am sending your pin by registered mail, as ours are at last finished. The workmen
must have misunderstood the arrangement between Thegen and myseif tor they used
large jewels and only six of them at that. The pins don't look haif bad, however, as the
jewels liven them up considerably. Price net as they stand is $9.00 my sketch at bottom
may give you an idea of how they look.5!

4B At this point Ad stood for dedimus potestatem, we have given or assumed power. But Cross' suggestion centainly
was in keeping with the meaning of AXA at this period [Little College Asses]. !t is also simitar to Jack Mason's inquiry
on January 4, 1813 if the meaning of ®IT, the open magazine, wasn't Friends Gabbling Gossip? Cole repliad that it
should be II'T, standing for Purple, Green and Gold, another confusion of & and I1 for Cola.

47Cross to Cole on May 23, 1912,

48¢ross to Cole on May 25, 1912

49¢C0la to Cross on May 28, 1912,

S0Cross to Cole on Juna 8, 1912

51Cross to Cole on June 17,1912,
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In answer to your question regarding the Greek Letter &. & -for P - | will say that when
the idea was presented at founding of L.C.A. the originator [Cole is writing about himseilf]
was not well versed in Greek and followad the English form A.®. instead of the Greek
symbol of A.I1. so Delta Phi is correct as per pin.52

I have received the estimates from Edwards, Haldeman & Co. of Detroit and they are
quite reasonable in the prices of pins. Thair full jeweled pin 14K opals crown set around
crescent, pearls set upon “Lambda®, amethysts and emeralds set upon crescent, seal
with Ad in brilliant gold.

They will make this pin up for $15 which is the cheapest bid | have had from any
jeweler yet.53

Some of our Arts men want to know if that @ on our pin can not be changed to 11, as it
was meant, for two reasons. 1st and least they object to explaining to Greek scholars
about the error. But mainly becauss A® is our biggest and most poweriul Frat. at Penn,
and they are liable to raise a howl about the prominence of those letters, and if they
should it would sure cook our goose at Penn. Personally | don't care, for I'm not afraid of
anyone, st alone those d-- sorsheads, but some of our fallows are more particular.54

Regarding that question of substituting *TI" for "®" | will say that it has been upon my
mind ever since last spring when you first mentioned it to me, and in the new plate of coat
of arms which Gamma Zeta is having made for their use | have directed them to use "IT". |
think the better to get around the matter is to let it work out graduaily and in my designs for
pins | can have “IT" used and in this way it will save friction which would otherwise devalop
it the matter should be changed at once. You can tell the men of Epsilon Zeta that should
they desire pins with "IT" they should send me their order and | will forward them prices
etc. | am getting quite a number of good prices on pins and | myself think that the men
who are having pins made through me by our regular fraternity jewsler are getting better
pins for their money than through other jewelers who are making up the pins in small
quantities. Of course it is optional and the man can get his pin mada by a local jeweler if he
so prefers.55

52Coie to Cross on July 15, 1912,
53¢ole 1o Cross on September 3, 1912,
54Crass to Cole on Saptember 12, 1912,
55Cole to Cross on September 19, 1912,
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Pin arrived O.K. and 1 thought it pretty, though a trifle flashy. The fellows who are
considering other jeweled forms don't seem to think much of it. A big firm member said 1t
looked like a ladies brooch.58

The pin is very pretty | think, and as [ notice, the exact duplicate of the pin on the coat
of arms, so naturally Il keep this pin atways. One objection, the opals are set 100 far apart
and away from the pin, but if they were just as on pin in coat of arms it would be ideal.57

Although Cross liked the pin, it did not meet the expectations of others at Penn. Ray
Ferris later recollected, "when | first saw the pin, | almost swooned for to me it resembled a
grammar school class pin of some sort. | particularly disliked the ftat letters, Lambda Chi
Alpha. | consulted with Jack Mason and told him of a pin which | had in mind but was not
artist enough to draw. Jack got busy, drew a rough sketch and worked out some im-
provements on it. The two of us then went to Mr. Clegg of Hoover and Smith
[Philadelphia jeweler} and had him make the pin."58

Mason described the modifications in a letter to Cole, "After some experimentation,
we gave up the idea of following the fraternity coiors in the stones, and had a pin made
with eight close-set pearls, four above and four below the AII. We then tried two
modifications in the shape of the black enamel plate, so that the stones now set-in more
snugly than they did bafore. Some members complained that the monogram in the oid
design seemed to read XAA so we had the A completsly raised, and close-set with
eleven pearls. We also experimentad with various shaped crescents until we got what
seemed the most graceful form. This pin contorms to the standard design in every
respect and has been much admired by members and outsidars.”59

Not everyons was enthusiastic about the crescent badge. The brothers at Penn. State, for
example, preferred a badge that more strongly featured the monogram,80
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During the first half of 1913 the styles of badges were tar from uniform. The earlier badges sup-
plied by Cole had consisted of one piece; they were available at various times with the enamel grapes and
olive twig, with three amethysts and three emeralds on the crescent, with eleven tiny pearls on the A in
addition to the amethysts and emeralds. Members at Massachusetts, Penn State, and the Brown under-
graduates favored these colored stone varietiss. The Brown alumni and all members at Bucknall and
Worcester preferred an all-peari (six on the crescent, eleven on the A) badge. The Michigan and Rutgers

56C1oss to Cole an Novamber 4, 1812,
57Cross to Cole on November 6, 1912,

58Ray Ferris writing in 1927

59 jack Mason to Cola on January 6, 1913,
80payt Bingamon to Cola on December 1, 1912
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men obtained all peari badges from Hoover & Smith. M.LT. and Maine members wore a variety of plain.
colored stone, and all pearl badges obtained from Cole. Equally varied were the badges at Pennsylvania,
with at least three different sources represented: Thegen, Cole, and Hoover & Smith.

Both the wide variety and the high cost (the crown set full peari Hoover & Smith badges were
$18.00) bothered Cole who proposed requiring new initiates to purchase a plain (no stones) badge as a
part of the initiation fee. As work on the revised ritual progressed, Mason also came to favor a standard-
ized form of the badge. Cole's idea of an inexpensive badge as a part of the initiation fee was dropped
due to the desire of Michigan and Cornell undergraduates for the more expensive badges.

Because of certain changes which have been made in our Ritual this summer by the

Ritual committee the styles of badges have been more or less limited. The stones usedin
a badge should be white stones [as] the $8.25 badge with eight pearls set upon crescent
and with eleven tiny pearls set upon the Lambda. This badge is the one referred to in the
third degree of the Ritual. It relates to the passage where the Archon says “Thou shait not
cast thy pearis before Swine."81

The L.G. Balfour company first manufactured the AXA badge at the request of the Cornell
chapter in the fall of 1913. Since the Balfour salesman was under the impression that he was being asked
to duplicate a badge for a local fratemity, the eight badges were handled as a special order. One of the
Comell members wrote to Cole:

Have received the $8.75 crown set pin and find that it is quite an improvement over
the close set pin. The workmanship of this crown set pin does not at all compare favorably
with the one shown us by L.G. Balfour Co., Attleboro, Mass. for $10.00. | would urgentiy
suggest that you write this firm in the ofticial name of the fratemity for a sample of their
work. If you can get better goods and quality for better prices for AXA, it certainly is up to
you to do so.

Hoover & Smith had a man up here recently. Thair work or prices do not appeal 10 us.

The crown setting of this Balfour Co. is a Tifany setting, not a make shift as | have al-
ready seen. [t certainly is the neatest badge | have yet seen. Has it all over Moore's
$16.50 pin [the whole peari badge sold by Coie]. | wish you would consult with this firm
Cole. Since seeing their product | have been entirely dissatisfied with the one | ordered
of you.52

When | received your letter | immediately sent to Attleboro and saw the sample badge.

It surely is a fine piece of work. The die itssif is exactly like mine. The stone setting is what
makes his pin show up. | find Balfour Co. 16 be a new concern in Attleboro [founded
1909], the firm is made up of men who have been connected with the large College fra-
ternity houses. They are out to get business and are underbidding any concem just to
get the business. They are putting that badge out nearly at cost.

81 Cols to Wilkins on August 27, 1913; the passage was apparently soon discarded for it does not appear even in the
rough drafts of the initiation ritual from the Narragansett Hotel conference or Mason's Block Islang work.

62\entar dated November 9, 1913,




"I find the Balfour people to be good fellows to deal with.83 They showed me the
sample. The Lambda on the monogram was not correct. | showed him a sample badge |
had with me and he said he would fix it up like the one | had.54

Cole subsequently had Baifour manufacture some of the badges he sold. In December of 1913
the Baltour Co. suggested that Cole contact the High School in Fall River, Mass. as their agent to obtain an
order for class rings. Since the freshman class had not yet organized the arrangement did not result in an
order. .Some unknown disagreement led to Cole preventing the Baltour Co. from becoming the official
traternity jeweler at the Worcester Annual Assembly in April 1914. Instead Cole was to obtain jewelry from
various manufacturers and use the profit from sales to support his travels for AXA to visit chapters.

The L.G. Baltour Co. became the official fraternity jeweler shortly after E.J.C. Fischer-became
Grand High Alpha in 1920. An mimproved” design with convex lambda and a deeply beveled chi and alpha
proved unpopular because the stones set in the curved lambda frequently dropped out of their setting. In
1825 the present style was adopted in three sizes in three metals: yellow, white and green gold. The
standard settings for the eleven stones in the lambda were half pears, whole pearis, rubies, emeralds, and
diamonds although other stones were permissible.

In 1971 Burr Patterson & Auld and J. Q. Pollack were aiso authorized 1o manufacture AXA
badges.

The early 1920s saw much concemn over who was permitied to wear the fraternity badge; today
the argument seems ridiculous at best. On July 30, 1921 Jack Mason as Insignia Committee Chairman
wrote 1o wrote to Administrative Secretary Bruce Mcintosh:

The AXA badge is the AXA badge, both to members and (more especially) to out-

siclers. The badge is given only to one's fiancé. Convention ruling, 1913. It is mere eva-

sion to excuse the giving of the Fraternity badge to unauthorized persons merely be-

cause of a slight difference in size. i a woman wears the AXA badge it is a sign to the

Brotherhood and to the world at large that she is under the protection of AXA. Why

should promiscuous females carry an emblem which proclaims them entitled o such pro-

tection, both to the Fratemity and to the world at large, when they have no just claim to

such protection? If a member or his fiancé wants a standard size, intermediate size or

small size that is his affair. But a Fratemnity obligation is everybody's affair. | am reminded

of the character in Dickens who excused the tact that she had an illegitimate baby "be-

cause it is such a little baby.

| am having Balfour make up a cross and crescent pin with AXA on the shieid as the

Otficial Badge of Friendship. A member may give this, or any other piece of hardware, to

any woman that he takes a temporary fancy to. It carries no promise of protection from the

Fraternity, and is simply a casual compliment. it may be made of platinum, gold, silver,

brass or tin, and may be jewsled with diamonds, pearls, garnets, emeralds, rubies, sap-

phires, or any other stone fancied by the member or his inamorata. it does not require the

63L|oy4:l G. Baifour, Sigma Chi, was one of the recipients of the AXA Order of interfraternity Service when it was
instituted in 1860. He was Chairman of the National Interfraternity Conference in 1940 and 1941, During the mid-
1920s and in 1944 and 1945 the jewelry royalty amounted to one fifth of the genaeral fratamity's income. This was true

during World War Il only because Balfour chose to pay a fixed fae royatty to AXA despite negligible sata of jewalry.
From 1920 until his death "Bally" was a strong supporter of AXA.
84¢ole letter dated November 13, 1913,
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salute or removing one's hat (which | personally give to a woman wearing the badge, even
it otherwise unknown to me, at the same time showing my own badge in explanation,
which | have found afways taken in good part as a compliment to the woman and to the
Fratemity).

The Coat of Arms

Success in establishing chapters called for more than a badge, howsver. Lewis F. Drury, Cole's
first contact at Massachusetts, wrote to Cole
' In our anhuat year book published by the junior class each frat has its seal or coat of
arms. | don't know just what you call it. But it takes up most of a page and has the pin and
motto worked up in a design. We would like to know what arrangements we can make
about borrowing the plate or having one made for use in publishing the annual.85
Regarding the plate, | will say that all the chapters will have the same coat of arms, seal
etc. and the plate to be the same design as in use for all chapters. The plate should be
begun upon within a short while as it takes quite a time to work out the design and get the
die, engraving, etc.
The best parties to get it from are E.A. Wright or Dreka, both of Philadelphia, Pa.
When we had only one chapter, namely at 8.U. we did not have a plate containing
coat of arms etc. mada, but now as we have M.A.C., Univ. of Pann., and Renssalaer, we
should hea:e ona plate to answeor for the whole fraternity and not a different one for each
chapter.

THE GAMMA PLATE

On September 12th Cole sent Webster a drawing with the comment "Feel free to criticize this de-
sign.” We have no record of what modifications, if any, were made by the men at Massachusetts. It is pos-
sible that Cole's first drawing was simitar to the one Cole sent to Pennsylvania in late Septamber or early
QOctober of 1912.

65Drury to Coie on Junea 6, 1912.

86¢Cola to Drury on Septembar 3, 1912. In reality there was no functioning chapter at Boston (B.U.) and Rensselaer
was but an initial contact that was not fruitful; our Rensselaer chapter was not chartared until 1837, It is curious that
Cole mentions neither the Penn. State nor the Brown chapters which ware charterad in November of 1912,




The basic shape is a triangle with a purple violet, bunch of wild grapes, and an olive leaf in the apexes and
the balance, lamp and open book near the apexes. In the center appears the badge, with nineteen pearls
onthe A, three amethysts and three emeralds on the crescent with A® in an oval. A row of opals appears
in crown setting around the crescent. A pair of crossed swords form an "easel” for the triangle with
clasped hands and a banner with Aoupda Xt AAdc on a banner beneath.

On October 15th Webster wrote | just received a proof of the engraving. It is perfectly satisfac-
tory. Their artists represented more clearly the different emblems than you or L. The whole diagram was
surrounded by fieecy clouds. Since it was designed for Gamma Zeta and first appeared in the Mass-
achusetts /ndex, the first coat of arms is often referred to as the *Gamma Plate *

THE CRUCICRESCENT

On Qctober 17, 1912 Jack Mason wrote an anohymous letter to Penn's Most Worshipful Eminent
Archon, Albert Cross, for transmission to Warren Cole proposing a new symbol for AXA,

| wish to put before the members of AXA the desirability of having a distinctive symbol
or emblem, jn gddition to the crescent which forms our badge. This conveys no complaint
whatever against the present form of our pin. Farfrom it. | don't know of any fraternity pin
that excels ours in beauty. What | do think is that we should concentrate our fraternity
spirit in some one symbol, by adopting something with a decided meaning, sentiment or
ideal. Any one ! think will admit that our pin does not possess this peculiar qualification.

if we can agree on such a symbal, | would propose gradually to introduce it into our
new plates (in college records or year-books), our new stationery designs, etc., without
altering any present forms of design. The new would thus grow up beside the old in per-
fect harmony.

Below | give a list of "points” which a fraternity symbol of this kind should have.

1. it should be distinctive. An excellent example of this is the "T" or Cross of St.
Anthony adopted by AY¥, whose graduate chapters style themselves "The Saint
Anthony's club.” Another is the St. George's cross of ZX.
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2. It should be impressive, should attract attention either by its beauty or by a suggest-
ed meaning, which ought not, however, 1o be too obvious. The key of ®BK.
{"Philosophy is the guide (or key) of life"} is a fair example.

3. it should be simple. A whole mess of pans distracts the aftention, and lessens the
eftect.

The design which | enclose herewith megets all these points, | think. A crescent
(already one of our symbols, appearing on our pin} -- the symbol of aspiration, a noble
ideaf -- sacred in Roman times to the chaste Diana, in Christian times to the Virgin Mary,
hence also a symbol of purity; -- the crescent (a high ideal, et me repeat) is seen rising
behind a cross -- the symbol of sacrifice, of Christian fortitude in the supreme moment of
trial. The significance is evident the moment it is pointed out. "The Cross and Crescent of
Lambda Chi Aipha” teach that perfection is attained only by absolute devotion and seli-
sacrifice to a high ideal. Brief, complete. A few changes (or rather additions) in the ritual
will make a most impressive effect, by adopting this symbolism. The design in itself at-
tracts attention and respect, as weil as curiosity: it conveys the idea "Here are people with
something to say,” where a mere coat of arms wouid be passed by without a second
glance.

Furthermore, the idea has not been used before. To the best of my knowledge and
belief it will be original with us, never having been used by any society befora, | think, and |
am practically certain not by a traternity.57

On November 12th Cross wrote to Cole that he had a "greatly improved” coat of arms to send him,
On December 1st he sent Jack Mason's first attempt at a revision of the Gamma Plate. The violet, grapes

and olive leaf were omitted, a shield was added as background with a crown and crucicrescent emerging
from the top, Al replaced Ad oh the badge although the oval was retained, the opals were removed from

outside the crescent, and the motto XoAend t& xoAd replaced the fratemity name on the banner.

§7Mason was decidedly incorrect about prior use of the crucicrascent. It is found in mediaval heraldry where the

crescent as a trident is somatimaes combinad with a form of cross, among at least one American Indian tribe's

symbols, among the Persians and Saracens, and on top of some Russian church spires dating from the late 15th
century. Qur archivas include a picture of a crucicrescent surmounting a flag staff at an unknown location and a

crucicrasceant from a church builetin that describes it as from "an oid French calendar.”
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Sometirne, probabiy fate in 1912, Jack Mason took his revision of the Gamma Plate to Mr. C.1.
Clegg of Moover & Smith jswelers in Philadelphia to obtain a bid on its manufacture. Mr. Ciegg's reaction,
according to Mason, was “The design is not heraldically correct. Mason, why don't you read a book on
heraldry?” '

MASON'S REVISION

On January 6, 1913 Mason wrote directly to Cole.

In regard to the coat of arms and other designs, | would say that soon after its founda-
tion Epsilon Zeta formed an art committee, of which it has baen my honor and pleasure to
serve as chairman.

We took up one by one the various problems in design confronting the fraterity, and
tried to solve them to the best interest of AXA.

The tlag, seal, and coat of arms wera more formidable things to run up against. The
crescent alone didn't seem quite characteristic enough; the potato didn't work in well;
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neither did the olive. We were stumped for a while. There was only one way out, and that
was {o invent some new symbols. We decided we must have a motto. So | went to Broth-
er Ferris, A.B., our classical scholar. He kindly referred me to a quotation in Plato's
"Cratylus”: (Socrates:) mohoil napoia Ot xaAend t& xoA& fow &mm Exet noddy -
- or as the passage stands in Jowett's translation: "There is an ancient saying that hard is
the knowtedge of the good” -- in freer English, “What is worth while is ditficult."68 This
struck us as a good motto for an energetic, rising fraternity, so we adopted i, with thanks
to Bro. Ferris.

For a turther symbol we took the cross of St. George -- who might aimost be called the
patron saint of brotherhoods. By a happy thought of one of our members, we placed the
rising crescent behind the cross. As Bro. Wurster (who is something of a poet) remarked,
"There you have aspiration and sacrifice together, which follows out our motto, ‘yaAsni
70 KoAE."™ :

Our last (and | think in some ways our best) design was the coat of arms.

Here is where nine out of ten frats. run up against a snag. They either make their de-
signs out of their own heads, without consulting the rules of heraldry -- and these rules
are very complex and exacting -- or else they put the whole business in charge of an en-
graver, who doesn't care a rat about appropriatensss or anything else, so long as he gets
his monegy. In either case there is nearly always some blunder or other -- often many. If
you turn through the plates in a class record, the messes you see parading as coats of
arms are simply ridiculous. One frat. had a bendlet sinister on its coat of arms -- which in
heraldry is the sign of an illegitimate child! Many have no crest; or if they have, it isnt fixed
properly at all. The important nule that "metal shall not be placed on metal, or color on col-
or" is often violated. Ofien parts of the design are left hanging in the air, the designer en-
tirely forgetting what a coat of arms means.

To correct these blunders we looked up a number of text books on heraldry, and
went through them very carefully. Here | want to acknowledge my indebtedness to
Brother Tegtmeier, whose constant help and criticism has been a source of great
satistaction to me.

To make a long story short: we took the cross and crescent, the book, lamp, balance,
the crossed swords, the clasped hands (will Gamma Zeta®? accept our thanks for these
suggestions?), the "delta,” the olive branch, the motto and the pin, and did our best to
make a consistent design which should embody them all.

This design is one of the richest and most elaborate that any frat. has ever umed out:
and | really think it is one to be proud of. We have put it in the hands of an engraver [Chas.
H. Elliott Co., Philadelphia} and hops to conclude negotiations inside a month.

We feel that there are no two ways about it: that we must get this design through.
Lambda Chi Alpha is the youngest of tha great frats. We have their experiences and their
blunders to profit by; and Epsilon Zeta feels as | know everyone present must feel: that
when AXA does a thing it does it right.

68"Naught without Labor” is a better “free English™ form for a motta.
69ason was apparently unawara that Cole had suggested these symbals to the Massachusatts chapter.
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Mason's revised design was slightly modified before being adopted by the fraternity. The cpen
motio Per Crucem Crescens was added along with the banner at the top: rays coming from the cruci-
crescent were added; the style of the helmet and sword handles were modified: the mantling was made
more elaborate; the letters XOAZ were placed on the book. Despite all of the research Mason made one
error: the style of crown used indicates distinguished service in the Crusades ("the East"). Apparently he
found Louis Robbins' argument persuasive:

| like the Crown Celestial as it is. Americans are not apt to be critical in the matter of
heraldic niceties, and | believe that in cases iike this appearance actually bears more

weight than does precedent. And cannot the "service in the East” business be made to

bear some significance? Sort of fits with our crescent, for one thing. Apropos of this | am

reminded that one of our alumni was bom in Burma, another in Japan and one has seen

five years service in the Philippines, while several of the undergraduates are looking for-

ward to careers in the Orient. "Service in the East™? Why sure.

At Pennsylvania an exposition of the emblems on the coat of arms was first given, practically as it
now exists, as a supplementary ceremony of initiation until the current initiation ritual was adopted. The
coat of arms design was copyrighted on October 4, 1913.

@KN COAT OF ARMS

When Theta Kappa Nu was founded in 1924 it was decided to emphasize the drawing into one
body of eleven previously separate local fratemities in its emblems. In the crest of its coat of anms was a
red lion holding a white rose; the rose was said to have eleven petals, one each for the original chapters,
and four stamens or heralidic "seeds" for the four founders. The body of the shield was rather simple,
consisting of heater shields for both the escutcheon (outer shield) and inescutcheon (inside shield). The
open motto on the ribbon underneath, Vir Quisque Vir Est or "Every Man is a Man,” again emphasized
the importance of individual talents gathered together for the common good.

-
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The coat of arms as usually displayed with a solid red inescutcheon is that of the national fraternity
of ©KN. Few today are aware that each chapter of 8KN had its own coat of arms consisting of the national
arms but with its own inescutcheon replacing the solid red heater shield. A few of the chapter inescutch-
eons have been lost (or, perhaps, never existed). Examples from tour of the founding chapters of 8KN
are reproduced here: Howard (now Samiord), Gettysburg, Drury, and Simpson.
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REVISION AT UNION

As part of the union of AXA and KN in 1939 the coat ot arms was modified. In heraldry an ines-
cutcheon or small shigld placed in the center of the escutcheon or larger shield denotes the union of two
noble tamilies. The less elaborate heater shield bearing the lion clutching the white rose was added to the
AXA coat of arms; in addition the shortened ®KN motto Vir Quisque Vir replaced the name A&pBda
XU AABo on the lower ribbon. The use of 8KN's heater shield as the ingscutcheon for AXA's cusp shietd
introduced a slight error. In proper heraldic usage the escutcheon and inescutcheon are of the same
shape. The Merger Committee felt it more important to ratain the original KN shape than to follow the
rules of heraldry. The lion was changed to black since, according to Mason, a red lion looked like a splotch
of ketchup and broke the harmony of the design.

QUR BLAZONED ARMS

The current coat of arms of AXA is blazoned (described in technical fanguage) in the expanded
form for clarity. Descriptive comments are interspersed with the blazon.

Escuicheon Quarterly 1 yeri, a lighted lamp contourne Qf; 2 pf, an open book
proper charged with the letters Chi, Omicron, Alpha, Zeta sablae; 3 sabhle a2 balance or;
4 vert, a pair of clasped hands grgent between three mullete In chevron gr; Ines-
cutcheon argent, a lion rampant gabla clutching pasewlise a white rose slipped praper:
all enfiled with by a riband purpure edged of the last argent on which Is the motto
xoaAend 10 koAl ,

The colors and metals mentionad are green (vert), gold (or), proper (in its natural colors), black
(sable), silver (argent), and purple {(purpure). Positions mentioned are flame to the left (lamp contoume),
on top of (charged with), equilateral triangle resting on its base (in chevron), upright with one leg raised,
ready to strike prey (rampant), holding up and forward with the hands (clutching pasewise), and encircled
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by (enfiled with). Slipped indicates that the rose is just as it would be torn trom the branch, i.e. with ieaves:
mullets are five-pointed stars. _

The shield is quartered, the most commoen form of division. The Quarters are numbered begm-
ning with the upper left, then upper right, then lower left, then lower right. The color of the background
appears immediately after the number, the color of an object immediately after the object. The charges or
symbols on each quarter were originally for identification; later they came to symbolize the origin, attain-
ments and aspirations of those who bore the arms.

Crest and Heimet Issuant from a crown celestial or, ensigning an esquire's heimet
proper, a crucl-crescent rayonne gr.

A crown celestial is one whose points are topped by mullets; 1ayonne refers to radiating light rays.

The crest was originally a protection against sabre cuts -- it later was elaborated into a symbol iden-
tifying the individual warrior or his house. The cross and crescent are very ancient symbols central to our
ritual; we also use the crucicrescent as the official recognition button,

When knights rode back from battle, their custom was to hang their shields upon the wall with their
helmets above them. The helmet on the coat of arms (in profile, of steel, visor closed) is that of a squire or
apprentice to a knight, suggesting the youth of our avarage undergraduate. The officially granted arms of
all corporate bodies in England bear the helmet of an esquire. The term "esquire” also meant a gentle-
man, however, so our helmet is also the symbol of good conduct. The overall meassage of this particular
form of helmet is honor without rank, the position of most undergraduates. The crown, a symbol of sacri-
fice, also suggests nobility of character; the "crown celestial® indicates our “royalty” is gained in know-
ledge of having striven for our ideals.

Maptling  Mantling vert, lined or.

Mantling falls away from either side of the escutcheon; it originated in the cloth covering of the
metal helmet due to the burning heat of the Eastern sun during the Crusades and possibly as a rust pre-
venter. It was later found 10 deaden the sword cuts and occasionally to entangle an opponent's sword,
and thus was adopted in more temperate climates. A tattered mantle would indicate a prominent position
in the forefront of a battle, thus implying an honorable record. Our mantling is purely decorative,
Supporters a palr of swords In saitire, points downward, argent, pommels and hlits
of.

In early coats of arms the supporters, which actually heid up the shield, were often men or animals.
Later the addition of itemns simply to give baiance or tor other aesthetic reason came into being. The two
crossed (in saltire) swords are appropriately chosen in the sense that they are the defenders of our prin-
ciples declared by the emblems on the shield; they form a St. Andrew's cross. In medieval halls it was not
uncormmon to place the weapons of the owner behind the shield; thus the presence of the swords is also
historically proper.

Moatto above device, a scroll with the motto Pe
with the motto Vir Quisaue VIr.

Mottoes on early coats of arms were battle cries {cri-de-guerrg). If they pertained especially to the
crest, they appeared at the top of the design. Thus our uppar motto "Crescent in the Cross” or "Growing
through the Cross™ or “Growth through Aspiration and Sacrifice” cClearly indicates the crest. In most instan-
ces the classical languages of Greek and Latin were used for medieval mottoes.

It Is also a part of the officlal device to surround the shield and its riband with an olive
wreath yvert from which the badge hangs pendant. .

When knights put aside their shields, heimets and cloaks on the wall of their great castle halls, if
they were members of the leading orders of their times they also hung up their fratemal coilar with badge
attached (badges were only very rarely worn). The type of collar indicated the various orders of knight-

eng; below, a scroli
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hoed. In our coat of arms the collar is embeilished with two olive branches since. under special circum-
stances, wreaths were placed over the collars. A wreath of wild olives is a symbol of victory -- in this case
contentment with the non-material reward indicated by the crown celestial. The olive is also a symbol re-
tained trom the first initiation ntual of AXA.

The Associate Member Pin

On September 20, 1912 R.E. Johnson, the secretary of the Massachusetts chapter, wrote to
Warren A. Cole ordering a dozen piedge badges. Cole replied, on September 23rd,
Up at Alpha Zeta we do not use a pledge pin atways but instead use our three colors
Royal purple, Gold and Olive green; having three strings of ribbon, a ribbon for each color
about three inches long and the strips of ribbon are about a quarter of an inch wide each.
These ribbons we piace one over the other so that the edge of sach just shows and run
them through the piedged man's buttonhole and tie them on the back of the coat lapet.
If this idea struck you at all you could fry it out while waiting for your pledge pins i you
50 desire. At your own wish however.

On the back of Johnson's letter Cole sketched the Gamma Eta Gamma (professional law fraternity)
pledge pin (a monogram of the Greek letters in a circle) as well as three triangular shapes with A X and A in
the corners. One version had a plain center, one contained an olive leaf, and one contained a rudimentary
skull and crossbones. On the plain design the A is in the lower left comner; on the other two the A is in the
top corner. The pins, at a cost of $.35 each, were made by a Providence firm. No known copies exist.

On December 14, 1912 Albert Cross wrote to Cols that the “proposed pledge pin is too expen-
sive so a much cheaper form, plain button with plain crescent, has been proposed.”

On December 19th Cole replied that he liked the first pledge pin best and could get them cheaper
than originally thought. On January 4, 1913 Jack Mason wrote to Cole suggesting a simple mohogram of
the letters AXA (essentially the same as wom today on the jacket lapel by some members) provided it
could be made for under a dolfar.

On January 14, 1913 Jack Mason wrote to Cole suggesting a solution for alumni not wanting to
spend the money to obtain the fraternity badge. He recommended two designs (in aither goid or sterling
silver, both without stones), one of which soon became the Friendship pin, the other the pledge pin.
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Mason's monogram design was readily adopted, but as a pledge pin. Cole immediately arranged
for the manufacture of the half inch size while in April Hoover & Smith made a smaller version at the re-
quest of the Penn State chapter. In the January 1915 Purple, Green & Gold the pledge "button” was de-
scribed as "one of our best emblems. It has individuality in the Gothic quality of its pattern, and is entirely
original in conception. The fraternity ietters are clearly discernible in the design, yet it bears plenty of hid-
den significance, and enough secret symbolism to delight the most ardent yeamer tor the mystical.

Except for changing the location frem tha coat lapel to the shirt or vest similar to the badge, the
design suggestive of a Gothic arch was unchanged until the merger with @KN in 1939. Since the con-
densed initiation ritual of KN became the Associate Member Ceremony of the post-union group,
Mason's pledge pin design was ptaced on a silhoustte of the 8KN badge.

The Recognition Button

In July ot 1913 Cole and Mason discussed possible recognition buttons in a series of letters. Cole
noted that purple enamel was hard to use, so suggested black and gold in a crescent design.

Mason responded that "plain black and goid wouldnt be distinctive enough with no lettering or
design. With gold cross and crescent on black ground, gold outside, it would look very wall, Or simply a
tiny goid cross & crescent jn_outline, the whole not more than 1,4 high weuld be original. Of course there
might be structural difficulties in the way. |t the cross & crescent is used it should have the same propor-
tions as on Elliott's plate [coat of arms].”

A few days later Mason sketched a half dozen versions of the crucicrescent in his letter.

Apparently the first recognition button actually manufactured was a miniature goid Lambda de-
signed by Cole. Because it was somstimes mistaken for a Masonic square, Jack Mason suggested adding
black enamel to the center to emphasize the Lambda. That version, however, more closely resembled a
black arrowhead surrounded by gokd. Except that the version with the black enamel was authorized by the
Annual Assembly in Decembaer of 1919, we are unable to date the lambda/amrowhead racognition button,

o]

A rather curious letter from L.G. Balfour to Jack Mason dated January 15, 1921 states, " believe
your original suggestion to jewel the outside of the present recognition pin is a very attractive one, and
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would meet with general approval. If you desire we would be glad to make up a sample by hand using
close set garnets or rubies for the stones.” Whether this was ever done is unknown.

The present official recognition button, the crucicrescent, was adopted by the 1925 Cleveland
General Assembly. First produced in plain gold, black enamel was added to emphasize the lines of the
design sometime prior to 1829. Today some members prefer to wear either a monogram of the letters
AXA or the Friendship pin instead of the crucicrescent.

Recognition of members at a distance, as well as location of unseen members, was the task of the
Fraternity Whistle. Although the idea was inciuded in the letter of Jack Mason to the 1913 Assembly, the
only whistle of which there is a record was designed by Gamma-Pi Zeta at the Colorado Agricultural
College in 1922. Consisting both of a call and a reply, it is reportedly satisfactory both in the mountains
and on campus. ‘

The Flag

The fraternity flag design was difficult because of the requirement of arranging the colors purple,
green and gold in an aesthetically pleasing form that met the heraldic rule that color may not be placed
upeon color, nor metal on metal. The design of Louis F. Robbins of Brown was chosen from among the
many submitied, including eight or nine by Jack Mason. The decision was made sometime between April
of 1913 and the summer of 1915.

*

A gold crucicrescent is caentered on the purple field. Inthe center of the crucicrescent is superim-
posed a green cusp shield upon which are the lefters AXA in goid. The design is centered within an

equilateral triangle marked by three gold stars. A chapter may place its Zeta letters in goid in the upper
right corner.

The Friendship Pin

The design of the frisndship pin was one of two proposad by Jack Mason in January of 1913 as an
inexpensive alternative badge for alumni, an idea that was quickly dropped. The design was then men-
tioned in August of 1921 in a letter from Jack Mason toe Grand High Alpha Emst Fischer.




56

The ofticial "badge of friendship™ heads off use of reqular pin upon casual females,
While in itself useless, it renders the rule regarding the feqular pin less liable to violation,
and theretore seems an advisable point of policy.

Further: females like platinum, amethysts, opals, sardonyx, camelian, agate, mala-
chite, jasper, coral, rubies, topazes, garnets, emeralds, diamonds, sapphires, fourmaline,
bloodstone, jade, beryl, carbuncles and 18 k. as well as the standard 14 k. gold used for
pins, if the record of requests for dispensétion on jewelry, kept by the emblems and ritual
committes, be comeact.

By having a separate pin tor novelty adomment the nervous system of the commities
will (perhaps) be subjected to less strain.

L.G. Balour sent four samples of the Friendship Pin to Jack Mason on September 21, 1921.
Balfour's plan was to offer them in plain goid for $5.00 and with sapphires at $12.00.

Today oniy the plain pin is available. The hali-inch size, oiten womn by ladies as well as mambers,
has a safety clasp. The 3/8 inch size is designed as a lapa! button.

The Seal

On October 17, 1912 Albert Cross wrote to Warren A. Cole asking that he send the design of the
fraternity seal. Cole did not have one, so suggested that the Pennsylvania chapter might try designing
one. In February of 1913 Jack Mason-submitted his first design to Cole. After severat revisions the final
design was ready in May. E£.A. Wright Co. of Philadelphia produced the first seal. The seal is normally
printed in the fratemity colors on official documants intended for display such as charters and membership
certificates. When reproduced in black and white shading is usually added today.
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Undergraduate Recognition

Juniors and Seniors who have ranked scholastically in the highest twenty-five percent of their
classes for the preceding three-year period are eligible to wear the gold Scholarship Key.

Members who have distinguished themselves in any form of organized campus activities are enti-
tied to wear the gold Activities Key.

Both keys bear the helmet of an esquire at the top with the ietters AXA in the center. On the
Scholarship Key the tetters are placed on a scroll; on the Activities Key the letters are surrounded by a
wreath of olive branches,

The Service Pendant of a High Alpha features the fleur-de-lis and crescent design that ap-
pear on the coat of arms of René d'Anjou, the legendary author of our ritual. The crescent bears his mot-
to, L, Oz en croissant or "Hail to Progress.” In each corner of the trianguiar pendant is one of the Greek
letters of the Fraternity.

Fraternal Service Medallions

~ Since 1935 the Fratemity has recognized unusual, lengthy, and dedicated service, particularly at
the local chapter level, with election to the Order of Merit. The medallion uses as its central feature the
combination of the cross and crescent on the coat of arms of the medieval Order of St. Mary Magdalen.
Originally the medallion of the Order was designed to ba wom on a ribbon around the nack.

In 1958 the Fratemity created the Order of Interfraternity Service to recognize those who
have contributed outstanding service in the bettermant of all college fraternal organizations. Its medallion
features an open book bearing the motto "Ideals Which Promote Service” superimposed over a flaming
torch resting on an olive branch.

In 1964 the Distingulshed Service medallion was designed as a formal expression of grati-
tude to brothers who have comtributed generously of their time to the General Fraternity. It features a
crucicrescent bearing a cusp shiekd upon which are the letters AXA, radiating light rays, and encircled by a
wreath of olive branches.

All three medallions are currently presented encased in a lucite presentation block.

Jrorans mseonph,

s sthect -
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Order of Achievement Medallion

The Order of Achievement was created in 1958 to honor those members of Lambda Chi Alpha
who have distinguished themseives by outstanding success in the fields of business, industry, the arts,
science, or the professions. The medallion bears the motto Xedend 1d xoké, Naught without Labor,
above a lighted Greek lamp; two olive branches surround the central design.

Miscellaneous Emblems

During the early years of the fraternity designs for various apparel were of importance for groups.
On May 24, 1912 Albert Cross wrote to Cole
Another thing, | was urgently requested to ask you to get a heckils or hat band, or
part thereot of either or both, down as quickly as possible, as i takes a little time to have
them made up down here, and they are very desirable for an infant chapter, as it lends
weight and dignity, and will greatly heip our social position, which as you know is of grave
importance in a matter of this kind.

The chapter at Pennsyivania had previously received the ritual and a sample badge: it seems
strange today that they were far more interested in the fraternity necktie and hatband than they were in the
coat of arms, seal, etc. Cole replied aimost immediately that the hatband consisted of a black background
with a 1/4 inch purple stripe in the center, a 1/8 inch gold stripe both above and below the purple stripe,
and a faint 1/16 olive green stripe near the top and near the bottom. The chapter immediately placed an
order in England both for the hatband and for a nacktie "the same design with stripes running across it so
as to be horizontal when womn.” By April of 1913 this had been modified by making the gold stripes only
3/32 inch,

The Ann Arbor General Assembly in December 1919 declared that the hatband was oo con-
spicuous, not distinctive and not indicative of good taste.” !t was modified to a 2 inch black band with a
gold stripe 1/8 inch in width running through the center with stripes of purple and green 1/16 of an inch in
width immediately contiguous and paraliel on the upper and lower sides respectively. With changing
styles the fraternity hatband has been duly neglected in recent years.

The fratemity fez was a popular item atmost from the beginning. Indeed, the officiat pictura taken
at the Philadelphia Annual Assembly in December of 1915 shows mast of the members sporting the fez.
Although probably originally designed by Warren Cole, its popularity lasted into the term of Emst Fischer
as Grand High Alpha. In an "insignia memorandum” dated January 17, 1920 Jack Mason wrote

Eez. Purple, with green tasse! and gold Lambda in front or other designated drawing.

To be used and recommended for banquets and to be worn by masters of ceremonies
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during pre-initiation. For the serious part of Ritual work the official hood”C hereinafter
provided shall be used.

In another “insignia memorandum” dated January 17, 1920 Jack Mason made the following
“tentative suggestion” that was never implemented.
Ofticers’ jewel. Like that at present worn on the fez, size subject to requirements
of make up as hereinafter provided. Shield green enamel. In back of top of cross is an
eyelet upon which jewel is suspended by a purple ribbon. Or by a ribbon containing
stripes. Permissible variation. May have attached a circular disc, bearing the letters HA,
HEB, HII, HI', HT, HE, or H®, or GHA, GHB, GHI1, GHI", GHT, GHE, or GH®, on bottom
arm of cross; or disc as above together with coat of arms die on top arm, seal on left arm
and circular disc bearing emblem of office (mallet, fasces, pen, key, sword, etc. or
embilerns hereafter to be chosen for those offices) on right arm of cross.

Gt ! 'i,q,..,_: 9

1987
THE LAMBDA CHI ALPHA FRATERNITY

Editors
Edward F. Leonard, William Jewsl|
George W. McDaniel, lowa
Charles S. Peyser, Univ. of the South

7Ono official hood was ever designed or adopted
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